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e first who alighted onthe rock of Plymouth. Andam !,the 
representave of the descendants of these men—of the free peo 
ple of the State of Massachusetts, that bears not a slave upon 

—am Ito come here and be tried for high treason because I 
presented a petition—a petition—to this House. and because 


the fancy or imagination of the gentleman from Kentucky sup- 
poses that there was anti-slavery or the abolition of slavery in 
u? The gentleman charges me with subornation of perjury 
and of high treason, and he calls upon this House, matter 
f mercy and grace, not to expel me for these crimes, but to 
inflict upon me the severest censures they can; and to decide 
upon that, there are one hundred members of this House who 
are slaveholders. Is any one of them impartial? No. 1 
trust they will not consi Jer themselves as impartial men; [trust 
that many of them will have those qualms of conscience which 
the gentleman from Accomac [Mr. Wiss] assigns as his reason 
for being excused; andthatthey will not vote upon a question 
on which their personal, pecuniary, and most sordid interests 
ire at stake. 
Mr. WISE. I never 
the personal loathing, dread, and contempt 
man 


as a 





avowed any such reason. The reason 
, I feel for the 


Mr. CALHIOUN of Massachuse toord The gentle- 
man from Virginia {Mr. Wise} | receed n his remarks 





without Interruption, insisted that 
should be s 
ADAMS | 
{Some words pa 
{ which nothing, beyond accompanying ge 
ihe part of the former leman, Is known 
Mr. ADAMS procee aed I object 
as not only injurious to my 
onstituents, and injurious to the 
the United States, 


and Mr. C 
ecured to the 


right 


| Mr. 


the same 


gentleman from Massachusetts 





vetween Mr. Wise and Mr. Carnorn, 
( 3s on 
to the Reporter. | 
therefore to the resolution,, 
to tt 
sof all the 


se Who are 


the 
the 





oe 
n toto, 


rights, 





rig! 





but because th 
sl) 





to decid 











are, 80 far as they are siavelio . Challengeable if they , 
irors. They are not the judgesby whom L oughtto be } ed; 
and they ought, every one of them, to exclude himself--either 
from that motive, ov, if they please, the moiive which the 
tleman from Accomac assigns 
Mr. aker, I will not multiply words. T simply say that, 





is 1 cannot be tried by this House tor the crimes alleged as 
the motives forthe trial, sol protest against any decis 
this House. JT cal! upon the fl 


on ot 


use to dismiss the resolitiion 








of the gentleman fr Kentucky, as ¢ upon which they 
have no power whatever to act But, as I cannot prevent 
the action of the members of the House, whom I consider 


partial, and therefore disqua 
Mivncea, T am still in the he majority. If they say 
they will try me, they try me. Iftheysay they will pt 

ish me, they must puntsh me. If they say that, in grace and 


1 from prononacing on my 





must 





ercy, they will spare me expulsion, I disdam and thei 
mercy away; and J ask them if they will come to a trial 
indexpel me. Idefy them. I have constituer » that 





“Not will 


will have someth 


s House expels me. 
be 


lemen will see me agalr 

It appears to me to be so Clear that t! 
ITouse to try and | unish me, or tos 
vhich 1 disdain to receive 

cessary. But if they say 
tio of the benefifs which tt 

i for these crimes in judicia 
heard in my defence fully—without interr 
being down again, I was ona late occasion, after the 
House had promise.t to hear me, precisely at the moment when 
I was coming to the most point of the case I sustained, 
Lhope it will not be so. I hope thatif I am to be tried for 
‘rimes, and to have the tender of the contemptible mercy of 
he House, I hope, I say, that it will be done in form; that a 
da y will be assigned when I shall have the opportunity of de- 
nding myself; when I shall have the opportunity of collecting 
i few of those documents of which the gentleman fr m Acco- 
* has been makinga file and bundle, that he might expecto 

rate + his bile upon me. 

Here Mr. ADAMs concluded. 

A conversation followed between Mr 
SPEAKER in relation to the form in which the question on the 
point of order should he putto the House; when, on the sugges- 

1ofthe Speaker, Mr. A. consented that it should be put in 
ie form of consideration, to wit: “Will the House consider the 
resolutions?” 

{And this question the Speakers 

Mr. MARSITALL (who was 


‘ es 
long before gen 





iereis no right in this 
how me that mercy or grace 
at thein hands, that argument 
I shal] then require the 





Is Un- 





applica- 
persons 
then claim to 
ion—without 





on secures to 


1 courts. I shall 








od pr 








ADAMS and the 









} 


aid was not debatable. ] 
indistinctly heard at the Re- 
porter’s desk from the yx he occupied) said he wished to 

ra very few remarks in reply to the argument of the 
ian from Massachusetts, (Mr. ADAMS] There were two points 
t » 1 _° aiile 1 


ISITLOY 


gentle- 














he considered—one matter of law, and the other a matter 
f fact. The gentleman had assumed, in the first e, that 
the resolution offered by him (Mr. M ) asa substitute for that 


f the gentleman 


from Virginia (Mr. Grower] vanenea him 
Mi 


A.] with subornation of perjury and high treason, and that 
ansure of this House was invoked against him for these 

vo offences. A very superficial examination of this resolu- 
tion would satisty every gentleman, he (Mr. M.) thought. that 
the gentleman was mis in the fact. He[{Mr. A.] was not 
charged with suborn perjury or hich treason, and in 
pointof fact was not put on trial on charges. It 
\ charged that a proposition 

“To the Rey; 

ganic laws framed by their const 
they are commanded by t 
they ean enter the political powers 
created by it and entrusted to them, is a high breach of privi- 
lege, a ree | {to this House, a direct proposition to 
the Legislature, 1 each me f it, to commit. perjury, 
and involving necessarily in its exec ution and its consequences 
the destruction of our country and the crime of os trea- 
son.”? e 

Now this petition was not drawn by the 
was not charged for it. 

Mr. ADAMS. Why am Ito be punished for it? 

Mr. MARSHALL. Because, as a member of this House, 
the gentleman had permitted himself to be used as a vehicle by 











aken 





iio O 


ither of these 





resentatives of the peop 


to dissolve the or- 








ituet and to support which 
constitue sworn before 


execution of 


‘nS 
nts to be 





upon the 


( — 





mber 


gentleman,and he 
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which a petition involy itself the proposit! here set 











forth was offered to the tative body of the nation; and 
the charge against the gentieman of offence against the privi 
lezes of this body, for which he (Mr. M.) had ventured to ar- 
raign him, was net that he (Mr. A] had petitioned for this ob- 
ject, or sanctioned th r of the pet n, becau the jour 
nal showed thathe th noved instructions 
against the prayer of the petiuor of the charge was, 
that he petition Was offered tthat it was high treason itself, 
but that it would involve in its execut if ¢ ed into eff ct, 
the consequences of high treason rhat > charge—that 





hich a propo 
body. This 


the gentleman had made 
sition so base was 
was a fair statementof the fi 

Mr. ADAMS. What is the 

Mr. MARSHITALL again read from the resolution 

“ Resolved, therefore, That the Hon. JoHn Quincy ADAMS 
a member from Sinenchiesett s, In presenting for the considera- 
tion of the House of R preset atives of the l 
tition praying for the dissolution of the Union, has offered the 
deersst indignity to the House of which he isa member, an in- 
su. to the people of the United States, of which that House is 


the legi outrage be permitted to 





himself the vehicle by 


s honorable 





> resolve 


word “therefore?” 


nited Statesa pe 


lative organ, and will, if this 








pass unrebuked and unpunished, have disgraced his country, 
through their Representatives, in the eyes ofthe whole world 
That was the charge, (continued Mr. M So far then for the 
fact. TI entleman had cha 1 him iuging him 
{Mr. A.] with hig rh tre Ther \ icl there 





Mr. ADAMS. It is involved in the resolutior 
Mr. MARSHALL wsin what crime the g 


may involve himself before he gets through this 


1 } ne 
God kno entic 


2man 
matter. He 
































{Mr. A.] was only charged with making himeelf the vy le for 
the presentation of this, and therefore wit! iable to th 
contempt of this House But even if it w e >man 
was charged with it: Suppose the gentlen off a pe- 
tition of hisown to the House of to dissolve 
this Union, and had really made hit the same of 
fence thattl etitioners wer vilty w thatina 
question of ileg House, they would titled 
to inflict on him the puni f the law had established for 
this crime 1f he was found guilty of high treas Wa } 
» for th t f visiting bim with pu ne 
f this Hou r wi I him for pur 
; e | \ he Jaw 
lfat iber of is if uld ir Rotundo murder 
one of his fellow: ! i irder is tt the law 
fthela } 8 t ’ isi \ nae 
expelor censure t eru ( rt I il 
tofithe gentleman w “Orr } \ " escapi 
ure o7 shment before this Hot was to t ity « 
some cri ( I r é iw. Ii 
a member Ifo il hel I State 
was cuil'y of hich tr ny; and t ct we know rth 
House, did it foliow a n i ( e the ¢ i 
the United States w | ! H 
could not eensu } ’ hl t ! TI House 
had the right to inquire i } } nfliet punish 
ment accore t av i’ iatuit ( Wy i ney were 
the judges, at ilger 
Thien, it read iw utterly vain, there wa 
first, nothing in the article to which the entleman had refer 
red which would protect him, even if the charge were made, 
from the punishment of this House; and, second, he would find 


that there was neither in tl 
ofthis kind. ° 
ition itself. and a declaration ’ 
perjury. Anddidit not? Where 5 
from Massachusetts learn his law? “No 
Was sure. 


ré ‘sol uti ns a charge 
atementof the 
> Tlouset 
vath, di lithe Cal 
from his fathe 
These were doctrines that not only hi 


ie preamble nor 


reampdie W 





as SIM] hy a 
3.90] +} 





lid t 
Il dla invite 
















s | M's ) 
uncle, but the gentleman’s father, never taught. A _ petitio ) 
the ongress of the United = es t is ve the Union, and 
they sworn to support it! A repeal of the organic law ofthe 
land! If John Marshal! or the Elder ams ever thought - 
the Constitution of t and could be repealed by an act of 
Congress, he had never found it in their writing; if so, his 


respect for both the gent 
sened, 
He 


merely 


] 


lemen wouldbe most essentially les- 


wonldgo into more of this | 
tothe point of of 
question whether the i 
} HWethought 
a doubt on this subject. He th 
Smith, relative to his 


ifter. Ife had risen 
House, and to the 
isehada right to entertain sucha re- 
é most remote shadow of 
€ ise of Jol 
on from Congress in 





solution there was not tl 








trial and €¢ 





1507, and stated some ofthe facts connected therewith, which 
were not heard by the Repotier He said the gentleman 
from Massa tts would know whether the facts were true 


or not, 
Mr. ADAMS said the r an from Kent 
with other members of ths ifouse, 


pleasure to accumulate 





icky, together 
who had taken their 
emselyes 


on him, and ruin himif 


they could, it seemed were not sufficient from — own 
knowledge of law to meet him, but they must receive little 
dirty pimping notes fy 4, B, and C, to assist them in 
rgument. He presumed that the gentler from. Ker 
tucky was conscious that, without referring to this ar 
meat ofhis( Mr. A.’s) in the case uld do 





iothing. Te wished every mer 


this case, and the repor ind th 


statement was a falsification fr He then 
gave atsome length the detail his case 

ind said he was willing that 1 betaken 
and acted on; but wa t uted that 


John Smith was Was expelled, 
influen 
Mr FIL LMORE said he did 
ing a speech on this matte*; but toay 
ask the sober part of this House whe 
gone far enough? 
~ The SPEAKER said the very 
to determine was, whether it had 
Mr. FILLMORE said he would 
it to a close. 


The SPEAKER 





use, and to 


ther this matter had not 


question now for the 
gone far enough 


ITouse 





then submit a motion to bring 


eaid the question now was, whether the 
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comer 


gentleman from 








Ilecuse would c 


naider the reso 
(Mr. MARSHALL. ] 
FILLMORE said he 
but would content 


lutions of the 
Kentucky, 
Mr 
marks, 
table 
The SPEAKER as 
on the table 
Mr. FILLMORE 
the table 
Mr. GILMER‘asked if i 
tion of consideration! 
{Cries of “order.’’] 
The yeas and nays were asked by several members, 
ing ordered, were taken, and resulted astollows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, 
Rabeock, Baker, Barnard, Birdseye, Blair, Botts, Brewster 
Briggs, Brockway, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Childs, Chitten 
den, Cooper, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Garrett Davis, R. D 
Davis, Deberry. Doig, John Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, Fessen- 
den, Fillmore, John G. Fleyd, A. Lawrence Foster, Gates 
Granger, Green, Hall. Halstead, Henry, Howard, Hudeon, 
1 R. Ingersoll, Wilham W. Irwin, James, John P. Ken- 
nedy, Lane, Lawrence, Lion, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mat- 
tocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Morgan, Morrow, Osborne, Par. 


make a few re- 
to lay it on the 


had desired to 
himself by moving 


ked what part the gentleman moved to lay 
said he moved to lay the whole subject on 


it was not too late now to raise the ques 


and be 














trid Pearce, Pendleton, Ramsay, Benjamin Randall, Ran- 
dolph, Rayner. Ridgway, Rodney, William Russell, James M. 





Russell, Saltor 
Stratton, A. If 
J.B. Thomps 


ill, Shepperd, Truman Smith, 
Hf. Stuart, John T. Stuart, 
Richard Thompsen, 
Tom inson, inbull, Unde rwood, Van 
White, Thor W. Williams, Lewis 
Augustus Young, and John Youngs—9. 
NAYS sys) Landail W. Andrews, 
Barton, Beeson, Bowne, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, 
e, Sampson H. Bauder, Wm. Butler, W. O. Butler, 
Ldw Patrick C. Caldwell. Calhoun, John 
‘a t Caruthers, Cary, Casey, 
s . Cross, Daniel, Dawson, 
Edwards, Charles A. Floyd, Thomas 
ntry, Gerry, Giddings, Gilmer, Goggin, 


Stanly, Stokely, 
Summers, Taliaferro, 
Tillinghast, Toland, 

Ransselaer, E. D. 
s Williams, Winthrop, 








Arrington, Atherton, 





F F ster, Gamble. Ge 





Gordon, Graham, Gustine, Gwinn, Habersham, Hays, Holmes, 
Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Jack, William 
Cost Joh Keim Andrew Kennedy, _ Lewis, Littlefi. ld, 


McClelisn, Me 
Marshal 


lan, Robert 
Marsha 


Kay. Mal 


1, Thoma F. } iH, Medill, 








ire, Newhard, Owsley Pay: e, Pic ken 3, 
Reyno Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, 8 n- 
hield William tsmith, Sprigg, 





Thompson, Triplett, War 
n. Weller, W 

Williams, Wise, and Wood—1™ 

t av on the table. . 


OLD then took ‘he floor with the view of submit- 
} } 


i, Warre Ds 
stbreok, James W. Wil- 





Mr. ARN 


reviously to 


Mr. UNDERWOOD (having | taking the last 





ithe floor and been recognised by the Speaker) 
( 
1 the ntleman that the subject was 
not now open for Cebate, the gentleman from Massachusetts 
{Mr. Apams, having }the question of consideration. 





Mr. ARNOLD ay 


iestion of 





ntleman to withdraw his 


consideration, to allow him an opportunity to ad- 

House. 
Mr. PROFFITT 

vailing— 


The House adj vurned. 


lress the 





moved that the House 


adjourn; which pre- 


IN SENATE. 
Tuorspay, Jannary 27, 1842. 

CLAY, HUNTINGTON, TALL- 
MADG ay FORTER, WRIGHT, TAPPAN, 
CHOATE. PHELPS, WALKER, YOUNG, 
SIMMONS, and the PRESIDENT pro tem. pre- 
sented memorials remonstrating against any 
amendment or repeal of the Bankrupt law; 
which were referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

The PRESIDENT Jaid 
following communications: 

1. From the War Department, transmitting the 
statement of the Second Comptroller with regard 
tothe appropriations for the military service for 
the year 1841, with the expenditures undereach 
specific head: the balance of the several ap- 
propriations unexpended at the end of the year 
with an estimate of the probable demand which 
may remain on each of such balances. 

2. From the Post Office Department, containing 
a list of the naraes of the persons employed as 
clerks in the General Post Office in the year 1841, 
with the pay of each. 

‘Mr. PORTER presented a petition from a post- 
master, askirg remuneration for carrying the mait 
on his own responsibility, after a contractor had 
failed to d» so: referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office i Post Roads. 

Mr. KING presented a petition from Mobile, in 
Alabama, (the first, he believed, emanating from 
that State upon the subject,) praying that the 
Bankrupt law may have a fair, impartial trial, 


Mes: rs. 


the 


before the Senate the 


and 


and that it may not be amended, postponed, or res 


* 





aed 


‘t 


a 
j 


¥ 





cadet Bess rf 


ETN eine 


te 


a 


among the 
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cases borrowed 


ss, 


ee eid 
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lending the 
money were awere of the ciucumsiances ol ‘he 
borrower, They did not Jend it because they be- 


ved the borrower had property sufficient to liqui- 


tethe cebt; but because they believed him ho- 
nest industrious, and world be enabled to 
purcha a home fcr his family, and ky 
h industry, prndenee, and economy, would 
acquiie means to liquidate the debt he thus 
reurred. Thes were hus trusted, « are 
most men, on their capacity to do business. Though 
a m2n who is honest may not be dispesed to em- 
brace the benefit of the law, yet 1i being his privi 
é ard ine others around him similarly siin- 
ried. lakine advaniege of it, he will fall into the 

mptation held out to iim, and avail himself of 
its privileges, regardless of his duty to his creditor. 


The law was thus a temptation to fraud and im- 
morality. 
The bill asit was originally reported, had 
n which guarded aga nstfrauds by small debtors, 


stricken ont. It was not true, as the 


a provie 


Senator from Georgia [Mr. Berrien] had said, 
that we did not have alien upon the hopes and 
expectation of the del r. We had, and the doe- 
t lvocating the reverse of this principle was 
nerfectly fallacious. It was a doctrine which ought 
e be tolerated in this country, and was a dee- 
f f repudiation 1 general por nz ¢ Yo} 
i i { l ! o W u | rat t t y 
ment of all their debts by the surrender of all their 
propert He spoke of the error of the times, of 
he peop? looking to the General Government to 
release them frem the obligations of ecntract, and 


a deprecia- 
when such subjects 
eislation of the State 


to relieve them from the oppressions of 
ed currency, and other evils, 
elonged legitimately to the |i 
lity to eoraply with those 
obl gations, and the other causes of complaint, 
lv the effect of State legislation. He was 
averse to the interference by the General Government 
th the contracts between mgan and man. IT! wasin- 
consistent with the nature of the General Govern- 
ment. If it was necessary to interfere, the matter 
hould be left exclusively to the States. He refer- 
red to the terrib’e effects of the relieflaws of Ken- 
tucky, which were similar in principle to this law, 
which originated the old court and new court par- 
ties; and warned them that this bill might be equa!- 
He hed no doubt that 
session would stand. Tle 
passed the Se- 
pate, but afterwards voted for its indefinite postpone - 
ment, and believing that the voiee of the people ot 
> was against if, and thatit would be pro- 
luctive of evil, be would now feel constrained, 
from an imperative sense of duty, to vote for its re- 


peal. 


Mr. TALLMADGE said that, from what had 
fallen from the Senator from Iilinots, he felt bound 
to say a word ortwo. It was well known that he 
had voted for the Bankrupt bill. Having found 
his ecnstituents, he thought, opposed to the 
bill, he had changed his mind in regard to it. He 
heu'd be the last!o complain. In regard to the 
provision where debts were under and of three 
hurdred dollars, he had stated that the effects would 
bad. Upon former cecasions, when the Bank- 


and showed that the disabi 


productive of reischief. 
ne Jaw of the last 
had voted for it when it first 


= 


his Stat 


not bill was under consideration, he hed move: 
hat for ali elasses of incebtedness the hrnefits of 
the Bankrupt law should be extended—for smal 


lebts as well as large | 


The bill, as it was original 
ly reported, embraced a provision that a persen 
who did notowe one thousand dollars, and was pos- 
essed of five hundred collais rroperty, was noten- 
titled to make application for its benefits. Te 
hovebt that an ccions distinction, and he moved 
to strike itout. The bill was, however, sufficient- 


o preveit any fraud by 





small debtors, 
iad that it was made the dnty of the assignees, in 


a'lowineg fr: m the assets of the debtor $300 for ihe 


ise of his family; to take into consideration the 
dition and circums‘ances o! h's family, and his 
rode of living, before any thing shall be al- 


therefore, could be exempt from 
ihe operation of the law, save household furniture 

| things indispensable for the family. Under no 
ireumstanees could any thing be reserved in mo- 
tiey or in Jands, that may be valued at $300, He 


Ow ef lrolning, 











cenied the position assumed that the principles of 
the ll, by releasing bona fide bankrupts from the 


tramime under aby circumstances, 
be pleaded in justification of the repudiation of 


Gebts by the Sitaies, 


sof debt, could, 





In regard to the alleged repudiation by this bill, 
he stated there was no justice or propriety in the 


comparison. He would as’, what constitutes a 
State? Not its public buildings and edifices. I 


was th e and sinew of iis population. That 
constituted a State. But wonld you make slaves 
of you y eit zens? Would you bind them hand 


o your ciizens. Strike 
freeman be placed in 
a condition to support bimself, his wile, and chijl- 
then he would be placed ina condition 
+ it repudiation, What 
ur iusolvents? What had 
nfiation and expansion of 
your eurrency? At this time your property was 
’ 


and foot? Give freedom 


reduced to the lowest peiat, and you had not eve: 
the benefit of a metaliic currency. It was locked 
up, of either to vidua or to the coun. 


try. You had broueht about this excited state of 
would you add a hopeless and 
eternal bondare by fettericng ihe debtor forever? 
Your lecislation had cone this, and you owed it to 


justice : } int y re V ik m. 

Mr. YOUNG said be did not disagree with his 
friend rea f hopeless insolvency, 
tle x { « pay { ich. He would nol, 
however, give relief to those who, having some 
property, were 'o be lisechareed tor an inconside- 


rable debt, which could be paid by the exercise, for a 


short period of prudence, indasiry and economy. 

Mr. SIMMONS presented joint resolutions passed 
by the Lepisiature of the eiate of Rhode Island, 
“the suspension of the operations of the 
Bankrupt law. He said he understood that a 
resolution bad been introduced into the Legisla- 
ture of that State for repeal of the Jaw, and 

d by a decided majority. By an infe- 
rential co he proceedings of that bo- 
dy, then, they having sanctioned the postpone- 
ment, and rejected the proposition of repeal, he 

} bound to vote against the re- 
a creditor State, and was deeply 
erefore, in having the operations of 
ed till its previsions could be more 

ood, ‘There was a great di- 
wn as to the effect of the de tails oi 
believing that they were favorable to 
the debser, others, that ihe er ditor would be mostly 
benefited. The effect cou'd not be known uniil 
there was a judicial constraction of its provisions. 
He believed when it was construed by a judicial 
tribunal, one half of the opposition at Jeast would 
smuch as one party or the other would 
be satisficd at the conctrecticn. He concurred 
with the wishes of the Legis!ature against the re- 
peal, and the objects of postp« nement—the amend- 
ment of the law. He would then vite against the 
repea!; and if the law go into operation, the objects 
of amendment cou'd be better obtained after wit- 
nessing the practical operations of the law. 

The morning hour having expired, the Senate 
procecded tothe consideration of ike bill of the 
House cf R-pre-entatives to repeal 

THE BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mr. BAYARD addressed the Senate for up 
wards of an hour, investigating the whole ground 
of argument upon whieh the friends of the Bank- 
root law advocated its constiiutionality and expe- 
Lie first dwelt upon the exaggeration of 


} fay . 
in Tayvor ou 





was re) ct 


truction of t 








yy 
) 
rt 
¥ 
i 


c@éseé€, ina 








( 
' 
i 








diency. 


he assumption that there were five bundred thou- 
sand bankrup's in the United Stetes, calling for 
and entitled to relte Fie showed from the re- 





turns of the late census that the whole amount ot 
persons engaged in trade and mannfacturing busi- 
ness did not excced nine hundred thousand, and 


that it ¥ nulter impossibility, that more than 
one ina hundre these con'd be bankrupt. The 
probability was that the whole of the persons in 
the United States, properly coming within the pro- 





visions of the system of bankruptcy contemplated 
~ 


by the framers of the Constitution, ia giving 


the power io the General Government te pass 
laws op the subject—did not exceed nine thou- 


sound. He showed that this being an agricultural 
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population, must necessarily have fewer subjects 
for the operation of bankrupt laws than Eng- 
land, which is emphatically and essentiaily a na- 
tion of shopkeepers and manufacturers. Yet, in 
reviewing the history of bankruptcy in England, 
from the year 1700 to 1808—a period of one hun- 
dred and eight years—it had been found that the 
aggregate number of bankrupts in that country 
during more than a hundred years was but eleven 
thousgnd. 

He next adverted to another exaggeration,name- 
ly, that the bankrupts of the United States were a 
peculiarly oppressed, honest, and deserving class 
of persons. He doubted not that there were many 
honest and deserving individuals among them, 
whom it would be humane and desirable to relieve; 
but there were also many of a very different cha- 
racter—many who had had no‘conscientious regard 
for the interests of their creditors,and who squan- 
dered the means entrusted to them in such a man- 
ner as to be disentitled to such sympathy as had 
been wrought up on tbeir behalf. He next went 
into the details of the act passed last 
sion, to prove that act, in all its principles, 
unconstitutional. 
of bankruptcy known to the framers of the 
Constituticn—ihe English system—and which they 
had solely in’ view in granting the power to 
the General Goveinment to pass bankrupt laws; 
and in taat system no such principles as those 
of the act of last session were to be found. 
Tne whole care and object of this act is for 
the relief and benefit of the debtor, and it in- 
cludes all classes of insolvents, as well as those 
engaged in trade. The English system, on the con- 
trary, was originated, and its principal features 
continued up to the present day, for the benefit 
of the creditor—the benefit of the deitor being only 
a subsequent and incidental! provision, intended to 
act for the further benefit of the creditor. In proof 
oi this, Mr. Bayarp took up the history of the Eng. 
lish bankrupt system, from its first germ in the ju- 
risprudence of England, shortly after the Norman 
conquest; and gunoted the several acts on the sub- 
jictin the 16th, 17th, and 18:h centuries. In the 
preambles of all those acts, it was expressly siated 
tha! the protection of the credi‘or against fraudulent 
debtors, was the object aimed at; and it was not 
ill it was thought that something more than the 
coercion of law was desirable to atiain the object, 
that encouragemenis were held out to debtors to be 
hun st to their creditors, by incidental benefits re- 
uiting to themselves—such as freedom from future 
latuity, per centage on the dividends pzid, &e. 
Aud as a further proof of those laws being agaiust 
debtors and for creditors, he showed the severity of 
the penaltie: authorized by the enactments of the 
17th and 18:h centuries, reaching even to felony 
and death. Now, the Bankrupt law of last session 
‘aS aS Opposite to al]l this, in its nature, as any 
th ng well could be. It was aitegether for the re- 
lief of the debtor and the coercion of the creditor. 
Ii had no penalties, but simply ihe denial of relief 
from responsibility, on refusal of the surrender of 
property, or concealment. Considering 
now stands, wholly unconstitutional and in- 
expedient, he should vote for its repeal. 
vir. CHOATE, in continuation of the debate, 

ye could assure his friends that he woula not 
keep them jong the v.te upon the bill before 
the Senate, or the Senator from Missouri from sub- 
m:ting what he had to say in conclusion of the 
discussion. He would take about three minutes 
of the time of the Senate in presenting three rea- 
sons in favor of the retrospective part of the law. 
Ile sustained the retrospective charac’er of the bill 
because he represented a creditor State, as he had 
been reminded by the Senator from Georgia, (Mr. 
Berrien.] Massachusetts wes in tavor of the law. 
The Legislature of Massachusetts had passed res 
solu‘ions in favor of it. $30,000,060 of property 
had been represented here in one  petitioa trom 
Boston opposed to the repeal of the law. This 
property was employed at Mexico, up and down 
the father of waters, and in almost every place of 
the country, and far beyond its bordeis. Other 
memorials of a like character had also been pre- 
sen’ed, and why? Massachusetts was a creditor 
State, and there was due to that State $15,000,000 
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al this time in the Southwest; time in the Scuthwest; and there were at 
this and cther seciions of the Union more than ten 
millions due her over and above the amountof the 
indebtedness of individuals in his State. 

He put the defence of this bill in Massachuseits 
to the account of a keen, far-sighted, self-interest. 
It was this feeling whieh sustained the law, and 
not any romantic notions of humanity. He said 
this in answer to his friend from Delaware, who 
had opposed the law as unjust to creditors. Debts 
| due his State cannot be reached now, said Mr. C.; 
they are put into a napkin and buried up in the 
earth. Vhe debtor was spending this money, 
which belonged to the creditor. It was lost to 
business, lost to commerce, lost to trade, lost to 
manufactures, and to all useful purposes. Let this 
law, then, go out and offer liberty to the captive, 
and it would disinter those assets from their burial 
place. 

The property surrendered, as stated by a Sena- 
tor from Kentucky, [Mr. Ciay,] would not be lost 
in being, surrendered. The creditor receiving it 
would take care of that. The creditor would get 
something under the bill, whereas now he gets 
nothing, and can get nothing. 

This was one thing (said Mr. C.) in favor of 
the law, and there was one other thing that Mas- 
sachusetts looked to, and that was to the ransomed 
debtors of the country, who would be liberated by 
this act. Oace free, they would become her cus- 
tomers, and the Senator was astonished that others 
did not regard the law as Massachusetts did, on 
this very accoun t. 

Mr. C. also said that he voted also for 
trospective law, because it was a moral right of 
Government to eae such a law. If the bill did, 
as was said by the ; Senator fr om Delaware, sponge 
out debts, he ad mitte 1 that it was a weighty objec- 
tion, aot would be an 1 effective one, if the objection 
was not borne down by ten thousand superior 
claims. Admitable apd beanti{ul as he admitted 
the law, and anxious ashe was (to use the Jan- 
guage of Edmund Burke) to see it “carried into 
the brazen tablets of every system of jarispra- 
dence in the world,” yet he would not vote for the 
bill if these and all other objections were not fully 
overcome by the viltues cf the bill, The practice 
of the whole world forbid, nor did sound 
ethics forbid, the enactment of sucha law. What 
would the creditor ga'n, lie would ask, by leading 
the debtor round the world, as under the o 
Scotch law, with the habiliments of bankruptcy 
upon him? Nothing. By setting one captive free, 
he made two men where before there was but one, 
aud two blades of grass to grow where buat one 
grew before. 

It was weil and beautifully said by Judge John- 
son, of South Carolina, that a part of public duty 
was to relieve humarily. More than this was 
done in the passage of this bill. Besides, we had 
the power to do this, to pass a retrospective law, 
and he would say that there never was a system in 
which the reirospective powsr was not given 
More then this. It was our hand that struck 
these men dowa, and our hand might be as benefi- 
cenily, as benevolently employed in raizing them 
up. 

It was “ 


the re- 


aid pot 


1 Federal-Whig measure,’ 

ator from Missouri, (Mr. Benton. ] 
ita measure that absuived and swa 
distinctions, Jn Boston, atthe Capitol, the people 
had asses led night after night. The people there 
rose and fell like the billows of the sea, throwing 
out their ae in eioquent appeals that this bill 
might remain the law of the land. It was, he ad- 
mitted, a relief and a humane measure, aad passed 
to set the debtor free; but let no man, be he never 
so good a lawyer, or so severe a moralist, say he 
could not vote for this law. He rejoiced to say a 
word in behalf of, and for such a measure as this, 
and had blessed God at the opportunity to do so. 
For himse!f and for others to hear, upon the ap- 
proaching 1.t of February, tae meek and silver 
voices of freemen sWelling the jubilee of the cap- 
tive set free, would be the consummation of an 
event not only devoutly ns but never to be 
forgotten. 


> said the Se- 
He thonght 
liowed up party 


Mr. BENTON, after some prefatory remarks, 
observed that, with the closest attention he had 
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been able to give to the arguments of those who 
opposed the repeal of the Bankrupt law, ke had 
not discovered that one of the eighteen objections 
e had on a former cay urged against the law, 

had been answered. Of these eighteen objections 
not one had been attempted to be answered, be- 
cause they were unanswerable. They would re- 
main so; but he would now @onfine himself to only 
two of those objections—one, that the Jaw is, in its 
primary and initiatory provisions, wholly and 
solely for the relief of the debtor. It is not a bank- 
ruptlaw. itis a vast insolvent law, the object of 
which is, the abolition of debt, at the will and plea- 
sure of the debtor, and without regard to the wishes 
of the creditor, or the consequences so far as his 
rights are concerned. ill its provisions and en- 
actments have for their object and end, the aboli- 
tion of contracts of debt. All the rest was mere 
mockery. His next objection was as to time and 
place. The law gives the debtor his own choice 
of time and place. He may profess himselfa 
bankrupt, when he pleases—when he has somsthing 
to pay, or when he has spent the lasicent. He 
may wait till he has wasted all the sub-tance of 
his creditors, or he may not, just as he chooses; for 
the law is entirely for his convenience, and not for 
the protection of his creditors. He may go where 
he pleasesemto the most remvte limitsof this Unien, 
to become a bankrupt—where his creditors wii 
not ae the expense of following bim cr contest- 
ing his discharge, and where he may give notes, 
in compliance with the law, by a letter dropped in 
the post office, or by a publication in an obscure 
newspaper, that will never reach a creditor. He 
may do this, though the interests of men, women, 
children, idio: s, lunatics, and persons resident be- 
yond the seas, are concerned. The Senator 
from Georgia asks, “would you charge the future 
earnings of a man who has given up all his pro- 
perty, with the payment of his old debis?” He (Mr. 
Benton) answered, yes, he wold. He would 
never release him from his obligation till the debt 
was paid. What was the capital of the lawyer, 
the professional man, the mechanic, the laborer, the 
manufacturer, or any one else, living by the exercise 
of m+nualskili or mental faculties, but their industry 
and powers of projuctiveness? On the faita of these 
depended their credit; and they should be always 
liable to the discharge of their obligations. The 
very first memorial sent to Congress three years 
ago for such a system of bankruptcy as the law of 
last sexsion—for this abolition of all debts—this ge- 
wre law of relief for all inso!lvents—and which 

stem was advocated by a gentle iasties then a Se- 
nator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wes TER]— 
not now in this body—was signed by a per- 
son [Mr. Stittwett] who hes received an ar- 
pointment from this Administration as marshal 
of the Southern district of New York, 
his own benefit; and was he (Mr. Benton) now 
to be asked, if he would leave the six or nine 
thousand dollars a year salary of that beneficiary 
of office, liable to the claims of his creditors, and 
not let him take the benefit of this Bankrupt law 
that he might live with his family in luxury and 
splendo:? He would answer, yes, he would 
leave the salary of every such cffizial, open to the 
claims of his creditors, just as he would the earn- 
ing of any contractor of debt, whose creditors 
had trusted him in faith of his capability of repay- 
ment, 

At half past three o’clock, Mr. Benton, with- 
ovt having concluded, yielded to a motion tu ad- 


And tae Senate adjourned. 


HIOUSE OF REPRE-EN TATIVES, 
Tuourspay, January 27, 154i. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
THE QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE 

Mr. BOTTS rose and said he believed that the first bus 
in order was the unfinished business of yesterday. 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. BOY'TS said he would, then, ask the oman from 
Massachusetts |Mr. Apams] to withdraw his question of consi- 
deration, in order that he (Mr. B. might submit a few remarks 
on the main question. : 


nes 
iness 


gentle 


Mr. ARNOLD claimed the floor, having been entitled 
to it, he said, when the motion was made to adjourn yes 
terday 

The SPEAKER inquired of Mr. Apams whether he with- 
drew the question of consideration? 

The Reporter here gives the state of the question as he uty 


derstood it, 


in view of 
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Ye] , 
hei It was imy God nev 
' \ t 
Tit say, ¥ por re Uni i 
{ t t ta 8 
) l | a N I mia i 
fore tl tnetb Hi ke it 
H i i Ts W ‘ e y 
LV is he had suy hey m y ha 
| 1 herve rio y witht du 
ulinougcn i did amoun re ’ he 
hoped that th were no more tha i ve per v 
ertalre ( » fata Ile w \ 
t cirine I i ur t 
) m i at W f < 
a Hprat i ive ad ic ty Wwiu 
en Ves] ! yreligiou 11 ' j 
Lp} ian{ Mr. G yi 
Mr. GIDDINGS said tt gave him gt re to i 
he feelings Ww hthe honorable mer <I i ; 
i hose I which he had red | fre 
1 ) Ue would also V was A} 
lonist to fullextent in which he u toad u 
That he had conversed with hundreds, and rhapshe n 
say thous nds, but he had never heard one In' mate any int ‘ 
tion or wish to Interfere | tically with the ion Of sta 
ry in Kentucky or any other State. They claim no such rig 
nor they ask any suchprivilege. G erie consid 
him as speaking ez cathedra it they choos ‘ 
say that all Imputations and charges of thar I d 
were, so far as he was informe unfounded. On the contrary, 
eva » be reile ved irom s ich.inte rie “ea { xyauo wl 
he supp I ry Phey ask that! WOuld not imterier 
with then us cease to appropriate the} y of the free 
Sta for rt ot avery Let Congre ce et I 
voly re ire es in the disgrace or bY { ristt 
ion, and they will be satisfied to political ac \ 
Mr. UNDERWOOD continued. He was happy to hear 
rentieman say that Kentucky should not sufler under V 
emergency, and that he |Mr. G.] would stand by her as lor i 
Mr. U. would stand by Ohio ere W one little qualitic 
tion in the concluding sentence of the gentleman from Ohi 
which he did not thoroughly explain; that he ited to | 
exempt from ation and to be ‘hvered from all connectio 
with the instituuog of slavery. The time | come—he 
h t ever to see lt when his Northern bre ) hay i 
to {a litle in pursuance of the Constitution, and not 
mniv taxed, but have to march too; and tit is t IV ttre ¥ 
is march andtaxes—My fmend (Mr. Gippi Bay IN 
Ih he may have pportunity to explain 
{ es of “Now,” “now.’’] 
The SPEAKER said it would require univerral ¢ 
Mr CHAPMAN objected 
Mr. UNDERWOOD thought perhaps the Hoi I f 
he gentleman explati 
Cr} f **Now,’? ‘ objection i 
Mr. CHAPMAN rew | ) i 
Mr. GIDDINGS { ry oand w t 
when 
Mr. J. CAMPBELL renewed the objectior 
Mr. UNDERWOOD saidhe would tien wi ay } 
1 ! ’ jog Iie repeated ithal a 
wr. G had said to hin thea ah not 
I i ’ 7 iho oW I iv ! 
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i if wit puts ( 
I i I js undeline ae haa 
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i it ' trie Ce y wel ert ‘ j - 
Ww he obje ' is giorluus Co us j iv : 
Te it wa ‘ ist in over, 
per » Willie es 
i Wothita mn ) iow t t ia p ‘ i 
fhia Wass \ ypu : 
pot ! y when! had da © tia 
remal Ite admit bei WAS a he 
i iere Itall i 
Wh ! € ‘ ma ur M 4 
Had ited ther, a ) pet 
How didt 1 we attachto th ] 
1 med the peti had been stated f 
if he had; but, u he u i 1 th Ze el fi 
he « pled the presentation of th i 
! ; ad 
releri t mm reporte 
2 It, to Pourite i: and ss 
la {¥ir. W ai! hadthe | ell A 
Country read. teach) g that they 
‘e every movemen ofthis kind Here was the 
{ th eman from Massachusetts, at the tin t rese i 
he petition, asking for its condemnation , : 
was the gentleman cé eu Mis Ave 
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Ve intot i ’ re $33 3 lla liscover what 
tive actua hi Hiow hey ha was if ie ed 
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ie we ey t i I 1 art le 
er ed ai | I nn for Wl Ww 
< cel } I 0 ; i y reprege L por 
tio 1e peo f Massachuse er! yashe (Mr, 
thougl Bi vuld they pun rthat motivey As uj 
pos 4 hey i l ey |! already excited a ust 
© spit ho ity by I 1 irom 
ions iere Now addition ha if 
i pficted 4 Ishmen | is man, who wo g0 
! le and te his constituer t ha nsidered the 
erty f petiuion coexte lV wit! nat ¢ speech, and 
he had thrown very thine tha id been forwarded to him, 
1 whi he had re ved thi roatme t eir ha Wha 
would they sa “Tih ve, Was compelled 
iss t wi 08 0 it 
the Unt He to y put it intothe 
power of I i Us to go homeand 
el ( it hat he right of petition 
i ul to her wi you doit! it 
seemed to him that n 1 could come out of it, and from 
the bottom ot his soul he t leved grea harm would resu 


He, therefore, appealed to them to abstain from | 
Mr. ARNOLD next obtained the floor, but. 
tion of Mi 
ments 
Mr. BOTTS said he had _ listene 
to the Warm and patriotic remarks of the 


at the solicita 
Burrs, yi edit to that ! nan fur a few mo 











uc ir. UNDERWOO! ind should have been periectly con 
tent to have ibmitted House att time 
but that he differed so widely tron view of t I rity 
of this House, a licated by vot ken, and so widely 
froma lai majority of his co iu po tl I t 
. he al let fa 
ju ’ aken Without submittir ; is View 
( and, 4 1 is, he did not mei 
) end ul ral course of the gentle 
us I eman had said and done 
many thi | yw which di his approbatio 
gthis a Hsres} tl entleman (ron 
i i I fort se ye te he 
tit \ { i ~ i! erable 
in; a he 1 t 
man. He ha t me evice 
the ¢ leman ha $ Sa 
f ithe chay unla 











is€ t surtlesy 
yet he was prepared ak f 
From what be had see hat 
inciined to believe tha! he expre 
the irritability of the weigh fy 
hisowncalm reflection would 
n this floor passing under his 1 
voke the eman, a if he might ie expression, (0 
*‘pbedevi nin 
What wasthe question before the Hous And what was 
the oflence ymrrant t e gery ui from Massachusetts 
The gentiomat ul pie il€ s Hous A Peullon, 1. ask 
tng that Congress should dissolve this Unio y anactof leg 
ation, ft { that ( yres u 1 ie Vis bite ures DV whit 
peaceful dissolution ay etfe T geniieman fr 
Massachusetts, sta g were as one ol é 1i0ts of the lan 
after having been in the rvi f 1 i y uwhall a ¢ 
iry, wit met at tng—he would say if the gente 
would pardon hin—o le verge ol the grave, asked that 
petition might he ferre ,a nN e¢ wiich he wou 
course, In Common courtesy, be placed at the head, tha 
iighthave a ) riupity of dolng—wha Of appea 
» his fellow citizens, and remonstrating with them against 
horrors of a dissolution of the Union. He had told them tha 
lis Was a fé not co ed irty-six individuals who 
hadsigued that petition; that i is a growing and inereas 
evil; lihatthe sentimen widely spread throug he 
n Ww isa R res tative And he 
permit hi men rf is House, to pre 
rance,a ippea ytnese | 1hioners against the 
urs 


wed his head the table In assentto Mr. B’s 


LO ls motives 


iis (Mr. B’s) understanding of subject. Andon 
} position Was submitted: first, that the 
be censured; 


na mercy 1 the 





and then, should deem it a mark of 












sso] uti e Union did not sound 

ul ru i f the Hous If 

e mis t ur ve »a meimder tror 
South Ca Ma, anda ema Wa me er of this body 
prepared a resoluuion— whether he submitte r askec 
leave (O present it. Was not within his recolle rut he 
knew that there was a ‘e'ter publishe whl he believed the 


gentleman had afterwards avowed him 
in which he said that he had 
resolution asking Cor r the appointm a commit- 
tee, consisting of one member from each Stare in tha, Union, t 
devise measures for the dissolution of the Union 


Mr. WM. BUTLER here requested the gentleman from Vir- 
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la e to what member {roi South Carolina he re- | 
rred 
Mr. BOTTS said he had referred to Mr. Ruert 
Mr. RHETT said, excey g this 1 lauch,} he had brought 
H he ¢ iment containing the fact; from wh 
was t proceeding to read, wher 
Mr. ARNOLD said he ped that this would be ] yned 
Mr. BOTTS aid he 1 th I V a ia 
i Cries of ) 
Mr. RHETT said he wanted no explanation, except that the 
y er W w the u » whic € ul refer 
read, or ast é ) SiO W real chara 
A M R i me did ar sald The reso 
W t t t 1 amie met { a pro ’ to 
‘ vi Distri ( itted in the 
{ fins vu t na n Ver vat 
The SPEAKER Mr. Borts.) Doe 1e gentle 
Mr. BOTTS | | no ection r meu 
] t f i I i 1 
\ l n read 1 
Mr RHEWT | leave explal t by new 
\ ! I y the wor wt h rei 
i 110 He | in his hand a pa ile om 
he reque 1 i » rea a sing pace It was a 
t ning a 4 re to his cor 1s, contal 
he resol sa led with a natration of the circum- 
3 . er ich they were prepared. It recites that they 
were wri ithis seat, but not offered to the Heuse, dur 
1 h delivered by eman from Vermont, [Mr S3Lap: 
Ww was discussing the subjec slavery in Virginia. It was 
) ul morable occasion when the Southern members | 
r xe and W la ul » deliberate together on 3 
wanton aggressi eir c on interests. Hle then read 
wing ex 
Before enteri upor é ' ifthe resolutions, however, 
' ine remat ‘ lsuppose n apparent to 
i hat I had no exy m of passing them, or of even t 
ing a volte upon them. They were intended imendments to 
to refer with instruct to report a bill abolishi 
sla i e District Columbia. Lexpected them to share 
th which inevitab!y awaited the original motion, 80 secon 
is the floor could have been obtained, viz. to be laid upon the 
table. My de in presenting them was, to place before 
Congress and the people what, in my opinion, was the tru 
issue upon this great and vital question; and to point out the 
course of policy by whieh it should be met by the Southern 
States. The resolutions are as follows 
an > Constitation of the United States having proved 
inadequate to prote he Southern States in the peaceable en- 
yyment oftheir rights ar yperty, it is expedient that the said 
Cc r m shou ended he Union of the States be 
! ed 
4 ‘ ifte wo s from eact 
s i » Union be appoint to repo he expediency 
ind pra I ) nending the Constitution, or the best 
eans pea lissolving the Umion.”’ r < : 
li, ther itizer s is no longer inthe peace- 
able enjoyment of her rights and peculiar institutions, under 
1¢ Consutution of the United States, the question arises upon 
he net 1 propositi he 1 ution: Is expedient that 
Constitution shot t : led r the Uni ye dis 
: > 
‘Those, of course, who design using the Union and t 
1 ) | ose of destroying the institution of slavery 
in the South, will re mise no such expediency. With them 
he bonds of the I ”) Constitute the ecards by which they pro 
pose to bind the victim to the altar With such designs, next 
atrocity of holding slaves, will be the least resistance to 
veans bv whict ey expect to iccomplish the r purypr 
Traitors then Ives to the Constitution and every principle of 
faith or | yy whic ught us together, they may linagme 
ha vec rous!y accusing others of awant of fidelity to 
eir ¢ ona! engagements, they may conceal their own 
ise pertidy towards theirs; and when they suppose that we can 
rightened into an abandonment of our rights by the cry ol 
sunion.’ they ly prove how soon we despise those whom 
we have wronged. With those, however, who have any regard 
for their own rights or the Union, the expedye ee se 
alternatives will bs easily understood. The evil must be ar- 
rested, Itis vain, utterly vain, to suppose thatthe South will 
ibmitto the present state of things. Peace we must have, 1oor 
the Unt Onr tirst duty ts, to endeav o obtain it con- 
ently with our aillance with our sister States in the Confe 
era It has bee hrough the Conatitution, under the cover 
Union, that our security has been threatened and out 
! “4. To amend the Constitution is the mostob is 
r that clear in the Constitution which tl (not 
niv, butthe Northern people generally) affect 
) ub ake away the power to abolish slavery 
i of Columbia and in the Territories south of the 
e es ishe y Missouri compromise; shut the sub 
e very forever ou { the halls of Congtess, where it 
s been most faithlessly introduced; and let our sister States 
age > do, what the laws nations require of every friendly 
people, restrain their citizens from combining and plotting the 
verthrow of our institutions: ifsuch amendments are proposed 
ind adopted by the constitutional majority, the South will have 
repuse, and the Union he perpetuated. But, if they are re- 
ected, it will conclusively prove to the South thatthe Union 
ugh! to be dissolved We can hold no terms of alliance with 
leliberate, open enemies; who seize (or permit their people to 
seize) upon the opportunity afforded by a friendly connection 
with them for other rposes, to accomplish the overthrow of 
r institutions: and when required to disavow the hostility and 
ase the aggression, decline to doeither. But I have nodoubt 
suchamendment stitution, ifpronosed in time, before 
the t of at is infected the public mind, will be 
ud 1. They take 1 ing from the North, while they are 
ecessary to the Seutt . 
Mr. BOTTS continued. He nz to hear fron 
the gentleman the arguments ! yn he had proposed to 
vak It was enough for kim to know thata member of the 
had prepare! and was ready to offer a resolution to effect 
ition of the I He did not understand him whether 
he asked leave to offer 1 


I did 1 


Mr. Reerr 
Mr. B. Yet the 


\ ym, and was re 


hime 
Imselt 





tiemar who had prepared a reso- 
ly and waiting only the opportunity to pre- 
sent it to the House, that the House should proceed to dissolve 
the Union, that gentleman voted against laying on the table the 
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7 f censure or ex{ he gentleman from Massachu- 

s. It wast only the ct tthe gentleman from South 
Carolina, | ot his w sta ora majority of that State 
They held thatthey had a right to secede from the Union. If 
ye State hada right to secede, thirteen ha The separation 
f 1 the Uni The barrel fai'» to pieces the mo 

é ive Is taken from the hoop Gentlemen would ex 

use him forsaving, with his knowledge of what had transpired 

is H € h nha peared to him a ere at farce from 

nnn 1 perfect storm inateapot. Talk about cen 

ining the tan from Massachuse Look at the other 

ivel I they found a man standing at the 

t the mg 1 of the defence of this —he mean 

e Se u he Navy--whe, the las me he had hada 

ersatlon W hi the sul open, avowed 

undisg ! r it 1a lut Mt th 
Uni 

Mr. Wi I y 

Mr. Bo \\ hority y Do you keep ar 

rd of tt mnversatior he Secretary of the Navy 

Cri ies rder 

Mr. WISE said he hoy colleague would not fly into a 

une tie did not mean to offend him; but to say this, that he 
had believe any 1 as authority, from conversation, from 
r¢ wv any other ures 

ry of Navy ever went f j f 

he Union. Ifhe ever advanced this idea of dissolution, he 
Mr. W.) underto ) say now his ple >, and would rick it 
his authority, tt if ver avowed such a doctrine, It was 

1 qualifications, conditions, and reasons which the Secretary 

yuld defend. 

Mr. BOTT'S said he had been induced, for some time, to re- 

ard his colleague as the keeper. of the concience of the King, 
) hadi mthe keeper of the consciences of a 
mnected Nor did he recognise the right to say 
what wast xpressed by one of the Secretaries of 
Mr. Tylev’ He (Mr. B.) asserted on his ow: 
responsib expressed such an idea. He had talk- 
ed with him for hours; and whenthe Secretary ofthe Navy 
lenied it, he (Mc. B.) wou prove his statement You (said 
Mr. B. addressing himself to Mr. ,Wise) have no mghtto de- 
ny it. 

“The SPEAKER said the gentleman had no right to address 
a member on this floor 

Mr. BOTTS repeated that, when the Secretary of the Navy 
denied it, he would undertake to prove his statement. He 
challenged him to the prooi If there were to be any charges 
for high treason, he demanded that the Secretary of the Navy 
should beput on his trial. He was the man. Do not talk 
about expelling the venerable gentleman from this hall who 
was discharging his duty. He believed the gentleman would 
present any petittor He was but discharging what he regard 
ed asa constitutional and conscientious obligation by present- 
ing the petition here. For his part, if he were not afraid the 

tleman wonldabuse this courtesy, he should be mest happy 
fford him the opportunity of presenting that paper to the 
American people, toset forthin striking hts the horrors 
} which would result trom the dissolution of the Union; and he 
hadno doubt butit would operate as acorrective. He(Mr. 
B ) had been looking for thisfor some years past. He had been 
bore hat it wouldresult in an application from the North 
ern States of this kind. He believed that the fata! 21st rule had 
been the entering wedge to that excitement which the gentle 
man from Massachusetts had said was increasing. When the 
Northern States got the powe of denying the right to the 
Southern States of presentog y petiuon which they might 
consider a grievance, he ventured to say they would have 
uch petitions from the South 
He regarded that improper designs had been imputed to the 
ventieman from Massachusetts on this floor. His course had 
been dictated from the purest considerations of patriotism. He 
regarded the gentleman as having been treated with cruel seve 
rity by the Rep utives in this body, aid he hoped the que 
ion would have been taken withou angry debate. If he 
} received the floor from the ge nan from Tennessee . 
he would himself have moved to lay the whole subject on uh 
table He hoped the gentleman would follow up lis remarks 
with this motion , 
Mr. ARNOLD of Tennessee said we had truly “fallen on evil 
times What aspectacle had that House presented for the 
ast three or four days, he might say the last five days, and, in- 
') deed, since its first assembling at the extra session! He might 
even go further back than that; for the last seven years scenes 

f id had been occurring, and with increasing frequency 

snd growing worse and worse, Ul! now a stranger could not 
contemplate that House from the gallery without being remind 
ed of the bloody French revolution. It was impossible to re 
store or to preserve order; the Speaker had done every thing 
in his power, but in vain. What could the puny arm of any 
|) Speaker effect when gentlemen openly braved the authoriy 
of the Speaker and of the House? Mr. A. went onto al 

lude to some particulars of disorder which had recently occur 
rej, during which he was several (imes interrupted, and expla- 
nations passed; but Mr. A. proclaimed himself as belonging to 
the peace party, and desired to avoid coming into personal colli 
sions with gentlemen. He appealed to gent!emen in behalf ot 
the order of the House, and in the name of that country foi 

\! which hisand their fathers had fought and bled. [A laugh 
Could gentleman laugh at that? If they did, he asked if ban- 
litti could behave worse {Roars of laughter Ile was en- 
| tirely serious, and nothing was further from his purpose than 
| to provoke merriment; jokes were now out oftimeas well as 
jj out of place ; 

Mr. A. went onto argue on the necessity of observing order 

If gentlemen were determined to resist the authority of the bo- 
dy, they ought to leave } He alinded to acontest during the 

-alled session, in which his life had been in imminent peril 
| from personal violence; and luring the present session, and 
| within a few day > had been bullied, apparently by concert 
| andunderstanding. For the offence he had committed in call 
} 1 the gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. Rayner] to or- 
|} der,a member ot this Ifouse—he was told he wasa member o! 

| 





» his sea 


0- 


this House—came t and attempted to bully him. An 
ther member, who came from Alabama, came to his seat at t! 
same time. under very great excitement— 

Mr. PAYNE of Alabama presumed that the gentleman al- 
luded to him. DidI, saidhe, make any remark to you 

Mr. ARNOLD. No, you said nothing. It was not in or- 
der to interrogate the gentleman, but he wished to ask him— 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Tennessee was not 
n order. 














1ese 
ihere 
them 





ce 
ie 
ed 
reat 
i 


tlac 
eyes 
with 
cour 
gent 
Oppe 
he sl 
said 
tur! 
nis | 


mio 


Vance 


cour 

















Mr. ARNOLD proceed 
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The gentleman from 1 isiana || 
ybserved, “I understaiud you great ha t pi nder, | 
sir.”?’ Lanswered hn ¢ wered |] 
iat Twas the mos lisorde ‘ ber Ho . He saw 
at once, Mr. A. contin tha e ce eman Warted te a 
ifficulty with him, and he wa i I andl 

nish g 1 j i 1 if 
se figh ' ( 1 wa ty |] 
there are a few sS flat ¥V ha » a | 
them if 
Here there was so 1 R - |i 
er could not hear wl VE | 
Mr. A. W iva W 
wa i L | 
ve er he wo ] 
Democrac ploy \ } 
} ! | 4 Ww | 
ke a mistake W 
etter A la | 
Mr. Ru Mr. A. t \ rrele- || 
vancy 
Mr. A. said he was speaking of the disorders oft Ilo 
Lif there ceuld be a case more directly 1 
on tie face ot God Atn ity { ! shor acl 
ear 1 If Democracy « aug € ings, le 
em: he thouglit ey were ed 1 
vod to curd In v Wa " Iife rt * ite i | 
‘ause | endea vores j { rin enfor x the 
j fa slative i t n ak il 
urse; neither pis rr bowle knives V ival l | 
ice them to swerve hale’s breadth f } hil ty 
hey Ciose tor thi ) il r him, le it ry Lcow ul 
ed many é ‘ i } i ‘ 1 t 
requent scene f uproar ar i ra Impe 
melits, as ¢ vaud de f } e ch rt te ation, and 
the peopie observed a com 1 olit 
Mr. A. said he ha WOF woto thea 1 cence 
from Massa and the young gentleman ny inia 
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were now 





bleached 
his palsied hand might daily be witmes 
who observed him in his seat 
n th 
rthat bd froin W 
He could say nothing willingly to 
man. And he confessed that 1 
and rain 
were, 





rwhena 
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wo 
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i : years; 
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hich no traveller returns. 

ind the fee of sucha 
mn pain to see him bearded 











Phe gentleman’s locks 


corce 





y every get 
ingthe | 
sae! 


Who loo 


ay to day, by those who 


VS; nor dl lt cause him 


woked 





viving vent to his passions in the n er that Was too oft 
witnessed here Pru Wi ery natural t ye 
greatly to be regretted, J inl | 
Was pe©ricctly wi ) © Who vex ' i ' 
position could ever ery abet) btt tia ! ‘ 
supposed himself to beiathe rr aii ed 
regretted to see these boy 1 1 ras} 
und bullying him. Yes it of ye 
comparison to him, aud 1 i 
ciothes when that ge man is servi ils cour 
highest stations. Mr. A. had lone knov har 
yentleman as a politician; he was at rthe bo 
ee he never lough rat wo 
yon the sleeve revery Wtopl Mr. A 
the day l which i rent i tt ‘i i 
gentleman from Virginia, |Mr. Wi | 
tought side by 4 ; 
ot appl pve 1 i] h e ellid ! | Ww t 
Be (0 his faults a ) 
Be to his virtues ¢ i 
He had hoped these race WW 
risis He had been amazed v 
had been tuntped”? at the post occupled withi 
days by Lie gen man irom M chu n 
entleman from Vis hit e two i 
ttacking each other, as if they were y t il 
eyes out! and yet, while they were th issaill q 
with the uimost vehemence, he bei | iW 
course, In eflect, t ‘ he ve ‘ ! 
gentleman trom Massachusetts was, j cae chares j 
opponent, and Abolitionist, (out this Mr. a ile bie ped | 
he shoul! not offend the “ug 2 i ia 
uid that his eft 
furious, and vindicity 
his readings by i yma oN i ‘ 
more potent} ! 4 it 
i 
ny Liing € mn i t Ve | 
Vance Lhiell 1US«, f t 1 
country Phe gentiem hi | he country 
that they were b ' i ity i 1 
that of all the crowned i i g 
neral combinatio | is CUUse J, t Ito \ 
that they had the aid of a werful | | li this ceu 
try, a the head of whach w we OY ra i m 
Massachusetts. On this genvlema wera had 
Iweit in the very high rn ail e t'is frou 
hallo! Cong Sx e four W { i ! \ any | 
thing, could any thing be b I 1 ystir uy ery Abi | 
lisionist in the Jand to fres ivi ni ton | el ij 
that now was the accepted my Had rentieman } 


from Massac} ‘ 
exceptionabie sense f that ¢t 
struggled for 


Ve 

Ldoné€asmuchto aid the : 
accompli 1 by these unfortuna 
man frem Virginia 


slaves ready atthe first sou 








the torch the incendiary, to iea} t 
pation, and that there wa pow 
Indies, and another Canada, ¢ 
what the gentleima 1 said ny 
ourntry, it was aca ny i“ 
; A. denied it: there wa ysuch Br 
very much like the re int of ar j 


prepared for some obscure neigiiborh 
not read much; and it put 
once heard delivered with 
in the West before an elec 








about British party 
that more ilkely to go dowr 





nm, who, whe £ 
stump, said to Mr. A. witha laugh, “Did I not 
I know they hat 
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could Mr. A. had see ie same farce played off n 
( it Was now most untimely 
I t pro ! notice some very exiraol ry 
pot lacie " he aged v rable g t 
man from M nd the y g gentle n ft 
i I y x f had charged Mr. A. wi 
i i i A e Fede Aristo 
ide iris! 8s OW t ent 
Feder Virginia, a f in 
1 wi Marst Na) 1 relativ 
ivVla i [ l 1 V wv 
I i 1 he 
I w t Fe \ ppare 
y a I ! 
} t ti y V ' ' ‘ K ! 
Here ) W Mr. Vi i 
I i W i himself a 
I ra 
Mr. A ! family were vhat W br 
| t t a ’ 6 | \ i ! 4 
! I ‘ } 1 Federali f wasa D 
mocrat at cil e, Was et ) hi 
to suspicion Hea he gentleman from M Set ry 
often Vv ’ Live rea ! i et jeved 
hey we b v we ( 1 r Whig and suppoi 
| f ' tAdmi ra A f sucl 
the F ' man from M; hu 
that he w Opy re ng t ) propo 
} ruished Se ! her House 
The ger n ) Vin ia wa Tyler Whig, of conr 
(Mr..A. m iy he thougt t he i served of late 
at the e! i g | i i P V 
percelve } I va é | n 
than a corpor 1 ita e same e he j 
with satisfaction the very loving attachment and loyalty ni- 
feste ward Himes by that modern ““‘Democracy whi 
hedy living had s» excoriated for years as that very gentlemar 


ust, it was to see these men, on whom he had once heaped the 
most viluperative epithets that the language afforded. now con- 
sulting him on a ecasions, dready to fawn and lick his 
very feet! But a whipped cur was ever the most fawi 
do 
\ ) pearances, Mr. A. rather suspected tt 
‘Cary ei uld before very long be left even w it 
n é rpora tuard which now adhered to him 
Phe i uld seer wasto livided between acre 
Whig i th ll 1 ne her the ¢ 1 Loco Foco 
party uted I ! 1 Virginia A laugl 
Coming ¢ ! a ir i t e; and J 
! y Cart \ ' 
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ith Heseed t ij ed At they were 
pro tempore a porters of th rest Adimint 
ra Ch ' n, they h ike They were 
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Hlouse: VW ! . ‘ hy, 
Mr. A. had 4 remark i y were ut 
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rite ri I willl A 
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the Loco Foco tucke’ as a candidaté uw the Senate of Massaciu 


sells The man was a disunionist, and that ve ry fact probahbiy 
had constituted one of the reasons why the Whigsrefused to re- 
ceive hia. This fa wed the v any Of the farce which it 
was here attem; » play. Who weie the men that were 
thirsting for the blood of the gentiema I Massachuse 
aod crying out “ Crucily, crucify! They wer polmica 
associates of the very nan who had headed Is peu i. Who 
was hie Hi ame was Nathan Webster; no relau f Da 
niel, although, 0 Daniel himself, Mr. A id not know ex 
a y how he was now figuring be re the natu Ile grea 
feared that he would turo outa real New Hau t ilfeé ia 

that was but another name tor a man who ed office more 
than he loved his coun ry Daniel, howeve had at 

praise, that he had never set himee azal t I I A 
now what was the House going t ro 1 ishi the gent 
man from Massachusett | ing rea i wh 
their own political tr is 1d 8 I \ a prool 
that he wanted the Union dissolve If at proved any thing, 1 
proved that the political trie were ene 
intes of the Union. A he gentlemen from M wchuse le 
sired was, to have an Opportunity of replying to th peu 
and, if the once g 10 tunity, Mr. Arno wou 


ot that opt 
come security that Mr. Nathan W er would never st 
other such petition here 


W aat a farce was this whole matter of the 2istrule!' What 








a perfect failure! The House had been more perplexed with 
itthan it would have been without it, because, from the nature 
of the case, no rule could be adopted that would not have that 
effect. Gentlemen might as well atrtemy lam up the waters 
ofthe Niagara as to atteinpt to stay might of petition I 
waa one of the inherent rights of the tree peo; Wo this cor 


| I 
trv, and a right they never would surrende: Ii ‘he House re- 
fused to hear some of their petitions, and admitted others 





, it 
was evuivalent totelling the peo that they were not able to 
udge what pethions it was proper 1; and ifone less than a 
majority mist rule in this matter, then many less than a 
majority might rule, and the number might be reduced till a 


jast it was brought down to one, and we had an admitted des. 
potism. And, after all, what had the South gained by the ru 
its only effect wasto combine with the Ab 
titudes who contended for the right of periti It gained them 
converts by the hundred, by the thousand It exasperated the 
minds of the people, disgusted them with their Government, 
made them care jess and Jess for tl prepared them 
for its dissoluuion Ti now a majority of forty- 
four inthat House. Under the new census they would have 


mists allthe mul 


e Unior and 
2 free States had 








fifty-three. The cause of theslaveholding States was getting 
weaker and weaker, and what were they to do? Gentlemen 
preached to them that they mustrely on the modern Democra 
cy of the North. God deliver them from suehan alliance! A 
gentieman from New Hampshire had called that State the 
Switzerland of America, and h ke tru | 
were Nu {A laugh.] They always! 
paid most There was but one way » keey their friend 


and that was to bait them well with offices. Those who de 





pended on such allies, rusted to a broken siaff, they trod uy 
ground covered with deceitful ashe As soon as the Sout 
should attempt to dou justice between man and man, these mer 
cenary Swiss would intly desert the av, and would 
ready to turn round and aid the blacks in cutting their throa 
Mr. A. was ready to concede the rig f petition, but he 
ver would yield the right to interfere with slavery within the 
states, where it had bee ecognised by the ¢ tion. This 
had been done in thi disting a cre venar 
The South stood upon her rig tin ed upon being 
alone. If they were “joined to their idols, let them alone.” It 
they had acancer which was eating » their vitals, they did rt 
want the Northern probe rodely thrust in to take what little li 
they had left All such Interference only riveted the chair rf 
the slave. The North might enrich their fields with blood, and 
consume thei dwellings mflagration, it forcible eman- 





cipation never wou »so lon s life and breath 
remained A politica lequality between whites and 
blacks never could be established in these S The thought 


of it Was Vain; slavery was their misfortune, not their crime 
1t was here, and how was it to be gotten rid of?) The Norther: 
remedies were Worse than the disease, Did gentlemen suppose 


that Southern men would ever suffer their daughters to be th 


associates of Quashipo Oo, orenter into alliance with negro 
husbands? Did they themselves cestre to sit i this H 
cheek-by-jowl witha Ww y-he imember, who needed 1 
musk to give hun pertume? le had confidence tn his North 
ern brethren; he could x beheve that they wanted to invack 
the South, and help the ives to cut the throats of their wive 


and children. They could not desire to see the flames of the 
habitations quenched by human blood 

His friend belore him [Mr. SLapge] wassaid to be an Aboli- 
tiontat; but he had lived six months inthe sar 
ten years age, and had been on familiar t 
never had heard the subj 
that man lend his aid in € 
contrary to the Christian re on—it was against all the better 
feelings of our nature. The pretext for opposing slavery was 
a Christian feeling of humanity; and could humanity, could 
Christianity, lead men to abet insurrection, devastation, and 
bloodshed?) Mr. A. had supported a Northern President, and 
that when the tillows of Jacksonism were rollingin a flood over 
the land. He had voted for a Massachusetts man in spite of 
every thing; and now he turned to the North, and said to his 
Northern brethren, ‘Let us alone.”? He was willing to receive 
their petitions under the Constitution: they must be willing to 
eurrender up fugitive slavea, and to resist a servile .war, under 
the provisions of the same sacred instrument 

And now he would adj one word to his Southern friends. LHe 
wouldask them whatthe South had to rely on ifthe Union were 


dissolved? Suppose che dissolution cou d be peaceably effectec 


t 


» house with him 
ros with him, and 
ect of abolition mentioned. Would 


¥ 


ccting such aresuli?) No: it was 





(if that did not imvolve a contradiction in terms.) what had the 
\ 
| 


South to depend upon? All the crowned heads were agains 
her. A nitlion of slaves were ready to rise, and strike for free- 
dom at the first tap of the drum. They were cut loose from 
taeic trievds at the North—(friendsthat ought to be, and with 
out them the South had no friends)—whither were they to look 
for protection? How were they to sustain an assault from Eng- 
land or France, with that cancer at their vitals?) The more 
the South reflected, the more clearly she must see that she had 
a deep and vital interest in maintaining the Union. 

Mr. A. had been gratified to hearthe Farewe!! Address of the 
Father of his Country read in that hall. He loved to hear it. 
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aieaiee a 
the leading man at z the signers Of that treasonabie peuuion 
was himseifa modern Loco Foco, a V Buren man, who ran 
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» Warhington | mode}, considering, ¢ 








id, that purity and integs were the two leading 
his character, and he had ever believed that purity and Integ- 
rite were a ve Wis n and ta 
The y ntler 1 from Virginia had told the House that 
va ) { rom e aristocracy of the land; neither 
M \ Asa ( ed Det rauc orator in a certa 
Western Legislature had said, whe efending Captain Tyler 
“he w 1 ended ft Pilger unily that Janded on Ply- 
mouth Reck m the Old Do n, commonty called the State 
t Virginia His father! » Federalist, but a Jefler 
sonian Democrat Hie w ” elhave bet called a mad Mog 
t illed Fe alist \ y ul of the word, he jaid 
ishand his aXe He must say, that he thought hi 
v g friend ha eri i ir!y unfortunate, as a friend to 
Ge] I {M ° i ud » hls comestic re 
at > None were w ) their foibles, and Mr. Jefferson 
{hi ler memory acted prudently in vefer 
t ft t el Mr. A. heie related ne 
: ‘ ory rat of his father’s 
MI | 
l i It 
V ‘ wi wh 
Apar ut ul Ge 
fa ila Vv nis tor Ww 
in the pre G ( ge 
her make his principles the guide of his life Nor had 
he ever broken his vow Ile afterwards madea similar visit to 
Monticello, and, in inquiring in the vicinity as to the private 
haracter and deportment of Mr. Jefferson, had become abun 
y satisfied that the I fhisfame would do prudently 
in never alluding agal his “domestic relations,”’ 2 
This led him to speak of the condition of Virginia, which he 
compared to the ruins of ancie Thebes, on which nothing was 
ty be seen but the vulture, orthe carrion crow, and at whose 
ase no inhabitants were t » found but the fox and jackall. 
She could bo f havi ven birth to some ofthe greatest of 


es of Washi , and Jefferson, 
, and Marshe ut there, with a few bright excep- 
ions, her boast fort present must stop 

Before he resutned his seat, he must be allowed one word to 
his young friend from Virginia. That gentleman was quite fe 
rocious towal Abolitionists, but who were his own allies at 
this moment at the other end of the Capite 

In Ohio there had once been a man who was familiarly called 
Ben Tappan, a brother to the great Abolitionist of that name in 
the North—to that Arthur Tappan whohad, by the power of 
his money, recently gotten up an Abolition convention and 
iominated a Governor, President, and Vice President, and had 
appointed emissaties toadvise the negroes of the South to run 
away, burn their masters’ houses, and cut their throats. Now, 
with regard to this Benjamin Tappan, with whom the 
entieman was now inintimate alliance, it was very com- 












monly said, and universally believed in Ohio, that he had 
penly declared that a he xl on the northern bank of the 
Ohio and saw a } slaves burning the planta- 
ms and cutti he t f women and children, he would 
fold hisarms, and not lifta finger to stop the massacre; and 
tif his sor mpted »tothe rescue of the unfortunate 
whi inherit hin And yeta man, who could 
act ith a bloodthirsty wretch like this, couldget up 





here and lecture this House on abolition, andif men from the 





Seuth woul! not agree with him, and go the entire length that 
he did. they were tol ced t ne Clement C, Clay, or 
ie ecntlema is Ab ists: While, at the same 
m he could take yhis bosem one who had avowed feel 
i" S j sand damna : 
uit he nd the fatigued condi- 
’ 





quite time to close 








| would move to lay the 

dine ; 
' rose to their feet desirous to 
idr the Chair,a { trances were so loud and nume- 
is that Mr. A. said that he would not himselfup in opposition 
the wishes of the Hous2, and should not, therefore, insist 


pon his motio 

Mr. A. concluded at Vclock 

And the SPEAKER gave the floorto 

Mr. SALTONSTALL, who, after some hesitation as to the 
propriety of yielding toan adjournment, went ygo a statemen 

the facts relating tothe obnoxious petition presented by Mr. 
ADAMS, upon which all the present difficulues had arisen. He 


rave a history of the rise and progress of the idea of dissolving 

e Union. beginning with the various threats from the South. 
ern portion of the Unio from those opposed to a tariff, from 
he t ification party, A This petrtion was from his own na- 


tive town, Haverhill, and he felt much surprised and distressed 
at the circumstance 

Mr. S. then went intoa vigorous reply to Mr. Wise, and elo- 
juently defended lils venerated colleague [Mr. ADAMR] from the 
numerous violent charges made against him inthe long speech 
of the gentleman from Virginia 

W hen Mr Sh ad conclu led-— 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana, rose and said he thought this 
lebate ha 1 proce eded lar en ugh, and thatn »go00d end could be 
obtained by letting it go on; he therefore moved to lay the 
whole subject onthe table. F 

Mr. THOMAS F. MARSHALL appealed to Mr. T. to 
withdraw the motion that he might have an opportunity to 
saya few words as tothe nature ot the proposition he had sub- 
mitted 

Mr. THOMPSON expressed himself willing to do so, if 
the gentleman would state that he desired the floor for the pur- 
pose of explanation, and would renew the motion to lay on the 
table 

Some conversation followed, but amidst so much confusion 
that the Reporrer could hear nothing that was said. 

Mr. GILMER also appealed te Mr. THompson to withdraw 

to enable } (Mr. G.]to makeanexplanation, as 
he was the origina! mover ofthe reselution,and had jot yet had 











in Opportunity of say g anything 
Speaker stated to Mr. Tuompson 
at he must state posiuvely whether he withdrew his motion 


' 

Mr. THOMPSON caid he didnot withdraw it. 

A motion was made to adjourn 

The veas and nays were ordered; and, being taken, were 
Yeast 85, nays 94 

So the House would notadjourr 
The question recurred on the motion 


lay the whole subject 
On the table, 


| 
| 
| 








LS 


- SS 
Mr. MALLORY moved a callof the Houee, and asked thy 
yeas and nays; which were ord 


fered 

Mr. TURNEY moved to adjour: 
ected 

The question, “Shall there be a call of the House?” wag 
hen taken, and decided in the negative: Yeas £4, nays 96 

So the call was refused 

A moti was made by Mr. T. F. MARSHALL that the 
House adjourn. Lost. 

After severa! other motions for call 


nays, and mouonsto adjourn, 


The House, at seven o’clocl 
IN SENATE, 
Fripay, January 28, 1842 

Messrs. TALLMADGE, CLAY, ARCHER, 
and WGODBRIDGE, presented memorials te- 
monstrating against the amendment or repeal of 
the Bankrupt law; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented two petitions—one 
from Niagara county, the other from Tompkins 
county, in the State of New York, praying tor a 
repeal of the Bankrupt law. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on Pa- 
tenis and the Patent Office, to which was reterred 
the petition of Charies M. Keller, reported a biil 
for his relief; which was read and ordered tc a 
second reading. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Claims, 
made an adverse report cn the petition of Jona- 
than Pritchard, for indemnity for the loss of a ves- 
se] in the late war, and the petition of Henry W. 
Andrews, for indemnity for the loss of properiy 
by hostile Indians in Florida; which were ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. MANGUM, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, made an adverse report un the petition of 
Amy Babbit, for a pension; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Claims, 
made an unfavorable report on the petition of John 
Wells; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GRAHAM, onleave, introduced a bill mak- 
ing an appropriation to reopen Roanoke Inlet. 

Mr. G. said that, although he had given notice 
of this bill séveral weeks since, he had delayed 
asking leave to introduce it until he could obtain 
certain information which he desired from a diss 





which motion was re¢ 


f the House, yeasa 


tinguished civil engineer, who had made a survey 


nad report under the direction of the Legislature of 
North Caro.ina on the subject of reopening Roa- 
noke Inlet. The work was one of deep concern to 
the people of that Siate, whose General Assembly, 
at each of its two last sessions, had adopted reso- 
lutions urging it upon the the attention ot Congress 
as, in the highest degree, important to the com- 
merce and navigation of the Union. He held ia 
his hand a copy of these resolutions and of the re- 
port of the engincer, (Major Gwynn) to which he 
had already alluded, and wished to lay these on 
the table for the information cf the Senate, and of 
the committee to whom the bill might be referred. 
He wouid, therefore, enter into no discussion of 
the objects of the bili at present, except to remark 
that Roanoke inlet was once the direct channel of 
{communication from Albemarle sound to the At- 
lautic ocean; that, in process of time, it had been 
filled up, and the waters of the sound were com- 
pelied to seek an outlet by lorcing their way south- 
wardiy to Pamlico sound, and thence through Oc- 
racoke inlet to the sea. By the change which 
had taken place, vessels from the Albemarle, or 
any of its tributaries, bound to New York, or any 
Northern port, were obliged to take this southern 
direction out to sea at Ocracoke, and_ to 
perform a voyage of more than 120 miles 
to return to the latitude of Roanoke inlet or Nags- 
head, encountering in its progress the expense of 
lighterage over shallows, the risks of a narrow, 
difficuli, and ofien changing channel, before reach- 
ing the ocvan, and then the perils of doubling Cape 
Hatteras, which mariners more dread than almost 
any part of the American coast. This bill con- 
templates reopening the ancient entrance to Albe- 
marie sound, near 60 miles north of Cape Hatte- 
ras, by forcing a passage through a sand beach, 
about one-half or three-fourths of a mile in extent, 
and thus avoiding all the difficulties and dangers 
of the present course of navigation. Ii will be 
seen, in the report of the engineer, that the com- 
merce, now laboring under these impediments, 








~~ —_— A ee 


aie Ait lia’  aaeal 


amounted annually to at least $3,000,000; that it 
furnishes employment to more than 100 000 
of shipping; is one of the best nurseries of 
can seamen in all our coasting wad 
burdens under which it is 
frightful loss of human life which attend it for 
want of the old inlct, are almost incredible 
Whether, therefore, the work proposed be regarded 
as opening a new harbor of 
merce from an enemy in time of war, or from the 
frequent and violeni storms of 
lieving Our Scamen and vessels from the danger: 
of shipwreck, or as freeing the commerce of one 
of the most preduciive seetions of the ¢ 
section more extensive in territory and mcre popu- 
lous than several of the States of the Union—trom 
burdens of the most oppressive character, itequally 
demanded the tavorable and 

of the Government. 

The bill was read a first second 
referred to the Commerce on Commerce 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a Pe from 
manfacturers of iron residing in Philadelphia, sta- 
ting they cannot stand foreign coimpetition ‘i the 
duty on that article be reduced to 20 per cent. on 
home valuation; and that nothing less than the 
tariff of 1839, will be adequate to enabie them 
to’compete with the foreign manufacturer: referred 
to the Committee on Manufactures 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented = memorial from 
eitizens of Michigan, remonstrating againet any 
repeal or postponement of the Bankrupt law. 

Mr. W. took the occasion to say thata large 
majority of the peopie of Michigan were decidedly 
opposed to the repeal of the Bankrupt bill. The 
Legislature of his State, as he learned by the news- 
papers received last night, had passed resolutions 
remonstrating against repeal. Mr. W. replied 
also to some of the remarks of the Senater from 
Delaware, [Mr. Bayanp,} made for the purpose of 
reflec ing upon the resulis which would follow the 
enforcement of a Bankrupt law from some in 
dual transaction cccurring in an ob-cure corn 
Michigan. Mr. W. defended his constituents 
from any imputation, and stated the circumstances 
of the transacuon alluded to, which acquitied them 
of all blame. 

Mr. CHOATE, frem 
reign Relations, reported 4 
ants for French committed on their 
commerce prior to 1800; which was 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. SMITH of Indians, from the Commitice 
on Public Lands, reported a 
rants to issue for the bouaty land ececount 
of ihe services of Major General Duportai!, Bri- 
gadier General Armand, and Major De 
and 

A biil for 
Parker, a 


tons 
Ameri- 
e; yet that the 
cariied on, and the 


refuge for our com- 





UaITvY—a 


nme eins e atiention 


and time, and 


livie 


Committee on 
bill to satisfy cl: 
spoliations 


a 1 
read and of 


bili 
4 


airecting War- 


aue on 
' ‘ 
ia Combe; 


the relief of the 
soldier of the 


eae 
Arebibald 
waich bills 


he re i 
iis Ol 


late War; 


were read and ordered to a second reading, and 
the special reperis accompanying them ordered to 
be prinied. 

Mr. SMITH also, from the same committee, re- 
ported adversely on the petilion of David Low ‘and 


Charles F. M 
rinted. 

Mr. SMITH ol Indiana, mtroduced 
a bill in relation to the Neenah 
and Wisconsin rivers; which was read twice and 
referred to the Comimitiee on Commerce. 

Also, on leave, a bill for the protection of com- 
merce on Lake Michigan, in the Territory of 
Wisconsin; which was read twice and referred w 
the Committee oa Commerce. 

Also, on leave, a bill to amend the act esta 
blishing the territorial government of Wisconsin; 
which was read twice and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WILLIAMS made an adverse 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
heard J} 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
Private Land Ciaims, reported back to the Senate 
with amendments, the bill to revive an act entitled 
an act to enable the ciaimants to lands withia the 
Siate of Missouri and Territory of Arkansas, to 
institute proceedings to trv the validity of their 
claims, approved 26th May, 1824; and an act 


oulton; which was ordered to be 
on icave, 


hav'gauion of the 


from 
{subject not 


repor { 





er of 





| 
| 
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amendatcry of the same, and exiending the provi- 
ions of said acts to claimants to lan withia the 
States of Lowis!ana and Mississippi; which amend- 


ments were ordered | 


Mr. GRAHAD rom ihe ¢ pittee on Claims, 
reporied bac< to ihe senate WLU ameniments, the 
vl t iho é ment ¢ d p vi nt i Cel 
tain Cle 1 ‘ yaAMaA r in er 
vie her m1 Wc. \ } amet eI v 
orale 0 | 

Mr. CLAY d f us from Pennsy!- 
Vania yh i New Y air? ag t 
a repeal ort sar ; expressed the 
li t n i ( 4 d my 
nate t j 1th ower ha 
system of ban! i grante the 
G i it ( O D law 
hould be iif and | 1 which influ- 
enced the te m ny t rrant, Was t the 
creditor and debior in one p rtien of the Union 


should be placed upon the sawe foot 
of another. He would not speak 
aciive or prospective oper 
rupt law; but it might bot be 
that the ancients, in times of cala 


neg with tho.e 
with regard to 
ation of a bank- 
ner to remark 
ity and distr Ss, 


my 





sponged the pecuniary obligations of the unfortu- 
nate deb a ASve cipber m ures his - 
lief. Suechap 60-4 duncer the Con- 
stitution, may look bsck well as forward— 
may be ret pective as well prospective. Al 
laws, then, in favor of insolvents and bankrupts 
being synonymous, conid operate on the past as 
well as the future. As this grant of power was 


given to the General Gover 


uniformity 


roment 
be preserved 
high obligation on the part of 
vernment to perform the daty 
the investment of the power to 
uniform syster 


that 
was a 
ral Go- 


merely 
1, there 
the Gene 
estab'ish a 


Was it supposed 


1 of bank crupicy. 


vat ihe e f es would ever have con- 
nte 01 Conere this power, if they had 
would hat emained a dead 


bo: they cop¢ce ved that 


' t ee Ee 
lexerciselt,a Pass a DanKrapt ‘aw 
} ation thre rhout the Union. 
| \ eC my t du Wy of C on- 


orm laws upon the snodjeet, The 











as a rezate « er. of which 
themselves. and vested it in the 
i ( ie re 0a: ot ine 
10 ! i oO yp ers (hbuscon 
¢ ded { F egal Wovernmen } tne Cx nstt- 
tution, related only te chionaly ‘ —controled 
ilerests inh Which V few of ih states partici. 
pated; yet there Were T t conce led the 
exercise ol cn wel Of vital importa loa 
majority of the States, and of no interest to other 
Wit this view tise Tow rto }3 uiatle commer 
Was cxercised forthe benetit of tae havigating in- 
rest, which was ebj i by but few of the States; 
and so with other powers; and this was the case, 
too, with regard to the pow io establish a uniform 
4 m ¢ nkruptcy, a few States only being inte- 
r th exerce ot it 
But it was the du i Conger yexamnn into 
thi int ests of all the S rt i for ample, 1 
ume Si t e@ Was 4 siie n ad 
verse feeling, and in ner Stat a vilfai immntere 
what cught to be done?) The Union was a family 
of States, and thetr faternal affections, and theit 
harmony, could only be prese d by rautual con- 


cession 





fiman belleved that a 


paiticular measure would inflict partial 


njyary on 
his own Siate, he would content him-elf with the 
reflection that was demanded by the peculiar in- 
terests of the er States. Under these views, 
then, of the ht interests on ¢ hand, ar ‘oreat 
interests upon the Fr. it »med to him that Co: 

s ré > 4 «< I } j - \ h { ar ‘ Pe 
uonal divisions } } Ounly If ib 
exercise of the power ever bankructe then, wa 
( Vitai int . ~ 2 rol wna Pe 
LOWS LOpBLy » it t iW f Cong 

to Jezislate vpon ii—-weishing the interests of all— 
or 2ive t he State It w het 
duty io act, untie the hands of the State 
About twenty years aso, when a state of things 


similarto the present existed, he took the ground in 


ought 


erowing out of 


——ae 





to exerere 
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tablish a Bankrupt law, 
years ago, when his late 
“rc CrirrenDen] introdaced a bill of 
because his own 
(he did not be- 
ive hundred of the citizens of Keatucky 


the power to e 


hea 1 + 
5 ahd two 


er, he voted for: 


> ho 


; } 
pairlicwlary ntlerested, 





mscives of 3,) but for the reason 

ito the u tof the whole, it was 

necessary to make a slight sacrifice for their benefit. 

When they met at the extra session, they ma- 

tu ‘ i of measures, which were to effect 

purpoves in the Union, and in different 

degrees; and gentemen who voted for these mea- 

} m a@sa whol ysiem, te aking the 

Pa ageous to their own States, be- 

( e th em earried with it the relief which 
they t A 

To vstem of measures was, the bill for the relief 

¢ Gov ai from its embarrassments by 

ine nposition of new duties, which, though it 

was far short of the extent to which his wishes 

would have carried, yet ii was a measure afford- 

ing some reliet Fhe next, the measures for the 


‘The third, the bill of 
the States and the peop!e, 


pe itom direct taxation, to pay off 


currency 


Distributiot 10 teve 


the Siate de and to sapply the National Trea- 

y by an easier and Indirect taxation. The fourth 
measure We Bankrupt bill, the necessity for 
vbich was, in nine tenths of the eases, superin- 
cuced by the errontous course of policy of the Fe- 


deral Government. 
Tre 


of this 


last was the cone for the relief of the people 
Dist Phas an entire sysiem of mea- 
for the ger | relief was adonted, by conces- 
sion, and by a compromise of sectional interests. 
They were adopted as a system of measures—it 
was so understood att! In regard to those 
measures, if taken separately, they would have 


su es 





e Lime. 








affected the inte: ot duferent parts in cifferent 
degrees. In epera’e character, some of them 
would have been voted down cause they might 
have been considered injurious to particular sec- 
tion Geitlemen w! voted for them did so be- 
cause it was a system of measures. He, like 
others, voted for the Bankrupt law, because it was 


part of the system. du regard to Kentucky he 

KI itsne haa no pariicuiar interest in is pase 

e; but he took it because it was a part cf the 

system ii Wa ine whole system carried 
el ; é ” 

there ol de pe ric s ipen the omer, They 


teat 


one part ol 


He « lered th | proposing to repeal this 
act as avortot entering wedgze to the whoie sys- 

u ) we up by the measure of the Se- 
nator from Missouri, [Mr. Linn.] to repeal the 
Land D ution law. Ke did not compiain of 
this, a i a 1 disapproved cf the 


pro- 
ceedings of the extra session; but he called upon 
coneurred to this syst - and would 


inquire Wh they were ready to undo the blessed 
acts which were then pa t and strip the peopte 
ot the Untied State of these benefits? lis col- 
league | ¥i OREHEAD] thous ht that hs {Mr. 
M:rexkap| micht vote for the repeal; but he, 


ba knowitedge of the magnanimity 
and the justice of the people of Kentucky, knew 
t was richtly put to them, 

{ their hand to their 
writhing under the 
aistre whiech.a measure of this kind Cc 
isulated 
a bankrupt law was presented to Kentucky, she 


- 





yuld as- 


would vote against it. Bathe knew too weil her 
magnanimity— th this law migot to a very 
Jimmite xiel ¢ interes's injuriously—tbat 
hen j of vital im‘terest to the 

‘ DA ! Cc { ation, aad that it could 
not be pa a > patt of the system of 
measnres, ty suppose thal she would refuce her 
oe of that State, in a spi- 

ritot sympathy, woud ¥; f the measure was 
demanded by the ter sof the other sections of 


the country, they would yieid their objections to 


the one measi ! tas a partof the sys- 
tem. He pledged his life for it, that when Ken- 
tucky was told that this was a liok in the great sys- 
tem of Whig measures, including the Bank and 


question of 
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all, she wou'd say, preserve the cnise system, 
rather than reject the Beonkruptlaw. H 
that the interests of the cre ” Ww 2 
Care Ui 10 Ihe ia ‘ i} ihtere 
unless they were prepa y | 
was not On i to th 
tae sours OL hi Wii and children, bit 
to the frieads of the system me 
tion of it to be ub 
o yleiad the wh ; bicn ul 
abandonme I ! 
lel were a 
exi’a session. 
Had there b 
tress or any retu I 
favor the repeal? W 
true? Were not a ( 
isted when the law was pa 
ihan they were P and were 
likely to be dimuni ia f 
future pre<cl i to the min gil 
ings, insicad ot a e n of ef 
And should they, mome 
Was writhing iti Cistress, re th au? W 
was the condiiion o1 the 
ors? Fhree d ( 
law would go into eflect; a ih pe { 
Was now presenied ! I ; 
tunaie men lbcarcerated in Jalsa 
cells of dungeons, Jooking {1 ; f ! 


of this measure to bring to thera health ai 
cily; but, repeal the jaw and a eir h 
happy anc! cipatiot Ss were bli as In a 
view of this sabjec!: the pricor ) we iin i 
opened wie; they rushed ei 
Heaven—and, at ibs moment, what wa 
Why, that they 
glcom, and doomed, with th i i 
upon their hioges, dweling ! 
Senaie cou! his, he « 
heart er ihe 
he would not 

The morning hour having expired, 

The Senate thea took up the bill of the Th 
ol Repres ntatives to repeal the B uy 

Mr. BENTON resumed hi ina rom 
terday. But, before entering upon 1 urthey 


forcement of thet » jéa 





on a» o in coata ex < tA 
session bDcing ¢ Ci 

liion of debt and 

Will and Pieasure ¢ Lt; ie el 
in the choice ¢ tine | 
bis discreucn— Mr. Bent: 
marks of he Sena 
Ciay,] On presenting the lest petition 

orders of th Gay Carte up, remal } al 
the Senator’ 
were the pith and only arguimen ffi} the memo- 
rials, petitions, al 
Congress in supportot the law, and nly al 
ments urged 10 the Senale against iis repea Tin 
petitons, aizument 
but appeals to the passion 
on assui pu ms 
and wholiy untenable, even w 
phisiry, 5 
Union. The whele bu n « h 


‘ 
pelore any 28:em ’ t 


“unteilunatle, ho 
not Cungress duty by throw 

ol the pri on h u , an el ine incaicera'’s co.ine 
out trom b dubee 

breathe the vita Sail not ¢ a ahs 
manacies irom! iobs, and j 

use of them, to labor for the s1 port len} 

of his starving fa y?7” ¥ 

soned? In wha nzeons are they 

from the light of Gay or the ul air? \ 

their jimbs ma 

locomotion? In SS 
persons ¢ evoik 

In what State of th 

for debt 

Rot insolvent lawsa 12 7 son 

on the surrenser ot h What ! ft, 
person of the debtor could 1 vart insolvet 

of the extra session aiford, tha! b 

from the insolvent !aws of his own State, and that |} 
without the v olation of the Constitutic n or of th i] 


rceb ai he r ? : i 
raet a LiseG t ¢ i 


- ol the debtor. 
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of ocner States? Did not those who made 
baseless appeals know they were all gross ce- 
—unfounded appeals to the passions—and 
of the consideration of any grave celibe- 

Yet the Senator from Kentucky had 
his Imagination so far as to lead him to 
upon the supposition that all the 


pody? 


bankrupts 





Unaited States are in prison—in dark and dis- 
ons-~chained—manacled—and shut out: 

{ air and family ties! ‘Phat they 

1C—iID Utils con titi N—ANXICUSIY Walie- 

r these three days to tha if 
be struck off—the prison doors thrown 

—and themselves restored to-the Light of 
d liberty to provide for their families! 


all Sheer imaginetion—allfaney, without 
la of facts for its basis? and yet the whole 
nething bnta collation and repetition of 
eech and every petition offered in support 
Bankrupt act of last session. All is about 
nnate, honest, and deserving bankrupts impri- 
rdebt. Itis alla gross falsity —ali a piece 
rical imagination—all go' up to influence 
‘ines and passions of those who ought not to 
rned by the passions or mere imagination 

rs of grave legislation. Having disposed 
incidental matter growing out of the re- 

{ the Senator from Kentucky, Mr. Benton 
up his argument where he left off yesterday, 
ating On the unconstitutionality of a general 


ive tlaw for the abolition of all debts, and 


gation of all contracts at the option and plea- 
He traced from the Romans 
origin of the English system of bankruptcy; 
giesS ihrough suecessive reigns down to the 
story act of William the Fourth; the state 
Koglish system prevailing at the time the 
iuion of the United States was adopted; 

of all legislation on the subject of the 


ied to Congress in the Constitution—'o 





until the introduction of a bill by a late 

m Massachusetts [Mr. Wepsrer] two 

zo, On a petttion from Mr. Stllwel!, now 
of the southern district of New York, and 
‘iveut himself, against whom judgments are 


standing and unsausfied for thousands on thou- 


o! doliars,an idea never wasen'ertained by any 


slalive body on earth, to enact a Jaw for the abo- 


all private debts and abrogation of allcon- 

ret lately. as that astounding proposition 

nad its Way into ine Hablis ot Jegisiatron, it 
‘y copsummated jn the act passed at the 

mn. Tle bad repeatedly put ihe juestion 

a yates Of thatlaw without receiviag an 
aid ihe would again put it now, to afford 
eui.cmen a last opportunity of satisising the 


iry; could they point out one Government in 
viized world, but that of the United Siates, 

hod ever dared to pass such a Jaw as the 
of the late extra session? He was 
yield the floor to any gentleman who could 
ihe question. [After some pause.] No 
an Was prepared to point to the Govern- 

arith which had ever enteriained so mon- 


rupo aw 


i roposiuon—because no gentleman could 
vir. KDENTON showed thatthe principles of 
ystem of baukrupt faws were 
which prevailed in Europe. He: 


‘ 


univer- 
soled 
a 
pointedly from the Code Napoleon of 
inevidence of the stric'ness with which 
tinere coerced tor the security of ereci 





wud deduced, ‘ina general summary of bis 
that the Bankrupt law otf this country,a 
blished, is opposite in its character ani 

, not al ne to the inmention of the Con? 

1 of of the United Siates, but to the exam- 
nviclion, and sense oi every civilized coun- 
ine world. Itisa Jaw which cannot stand 
omes fairly before the people. Its opera- 


ee 





not only ensure its own destruction, but 
he party with which it has originated. [If 
9ENTON) were to be governed by mere par- 


and to act as would best advanee the 

is of party, he should have sat in his chair 
2ying one word in favor cf this repeal. 
tives were higher and holier than those 
an, and he could not sit silently while 
ests of the country, the rights of citi- 
States, and the Constitution whieh links 








all together, were so wantonly and dangerously in- 
vaded. But as this attempt to save the country 
was to be voted down by a bare majority—a 
strong proof that the law has not the constitutional 
uniformity of ccaracier, to command a universal 
vole in its sepport—let the act of the extra ses- 
sion go into operation; and the condemnation of 
the American peopie will, in a very few months, 
be pronounced in terms that cannot be miscon- 
strued. 

Mr. WILLIAMS explained the reason why he 
Should feel himseif bou to vote against the re- 
peal of thelaw. ‘The S:ate of Maine was in favor 
A 
i 





f a bankrupt law to afford relief to honest and un- 
ortunate debiors; and although he wished to see 
ihe law of last ion greatly amended, and also 
extended io banking corporations, yet believing 
the wishes of his State did not extend te its repeal, 
he felt that he should best discharge his duty in 
voting as he intended. 

The question now being, Shall the bill pass? 

Mr. CLAY demanded the yeas and nays; which 
being ordered and taken,were—yeas 22 nays 23, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allea, Archer,Bayard, Benton, 
Buchanan, Cathoun, Fulton, Graham, King, 
Linn, McRoberis, Morehead, Pierce, ‘Prentiss, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clay, Clayton, Evans, Henderson, Huntington, 
Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Muller, Phelps, Porter, 
Simmons, Smith cf Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
Walker, White, Williams, and Woodbridge—23. 

So the bill was rejected. 

Before the vote was announced, 

Mr. MANGUM remarked he had been re- 
quested to account forthe absence of the Senator 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Prestron.] Toat Se- 
naior, by special appointment to attend to some 
business with the Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. 
Movron,] had paired off with that Senator. 

Mr. CLAY moved that when the Senate ad- 
journ, it adjourn till Monday next; which motion 
was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, the Senate then ad- 


journed, 


Rives, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, January 28, 1842. 
Fhe Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 


QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE. 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired of the Speaker what 
was the regular order of business? 

The SPEAKER. It is the question of privilege, 
and the pending motion is thatof the gentleman 
from Indiana, [Mr. Taompson,] to lay the whole 
subject on the ta le. 

Mr. LEWIS WiLLIAMS, (remarking that the 
House was not yet (all,) moved that there bea call 
of the House. 

Which motion was agreed to. 

And the roll having been calicd, 170 members 
answered to their hames 

Aud the names of the members having been 

rs appeared to be present. 
‘The doors of the hall were then closed. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he thought it would only 
be a waste of ume to go furthes with the call; and 
ihe public business reqaired that the House should 
proceed with it, as soon as possible. He therefore 
moved that further proceedings be suspended. 

Oa which mouon the ayes were 106, (a majority 
of those present,) nees not counted. 

So turther proceedings on the call were dispensed 
with, aud the doors of the hall were again opened. 

When the House adjourned last evening, the 
staie of the question, under the vo'e of the House 
yesterday, (rejecting substanti: lly the point of order 
raised by Mr Apams,) Was upon the substitute pro- 
posed by Mr. Marsaatt ior Mr. Gitmer’s propo- 
sition of eensure of Mr. Anas: 

And a motion had been made by Mr. Tuomr- 
<on of Indiana to lay the whole subject on the 
labie; 

Pending which motion, the House had adjourned. 

And the question now recurred on the said mo- 
tion to lay the whole subject on the table. ~ 


agein called, 20] member 


po HT et 2a 
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Mr. HOPKINS asked the yeas and nays; which || liberately chosen the course he had p ied, under 
were ordered. al! the ci 


Mr. MARSHALL again appealed to Mr. |} He could not but woncer, after the debate which 


cursory review of what the gentleman had ad- 
vance; in doing which he shouid take the liberty 


t , al ie ot conde ig in veech a little, which, as reported 
THompPson to withdraw the motion, that he (Mr. had oceurred upon a former day, between the gen- {| to the pubNe, cecupied in ail some seven columns of 
M.) might have an opportunity to respond to aceu- || tleman from Massachuseits aud himself, on the he National neer. Should he, in this pro- 
sations and misrepresentations which had been point of jaw iny 1 1 which tha cess of « lei n iuce the speech of the gen- 


made against him here—that he might place him- point, after having been fully argued, had | 


‘ y | eman distunet resoluuions, they 
self in the attitude in which he wished to siand, and |} cided agai that 1i should hav nhagan |} Would ame utthese: 1. Resolved, That 












separate himself from arguments which ne had ne- brovekt forw i ye rday, at more especiaily Ine existe > OL Savery as al sitiiloa is essen- 
ver ured. If the gentleman would withdraw the from the hart } ! wnt that} ud |} Ualto tee pre Vallon Of} yand equa ity. [A 
motion, he (Mr. M.) would promise to renew it. been by his colleague, [Mr. Unperv That |} laush.] 2. Resolved, Toat there has been, from 

ae PEAKER (adcressing Mr. Trompson.) || gentlena i Mr M of having charged the |] the very fou vi of this Government, an Eng- 

Joes the gentieman withdraw the motion? gventieraan from ‘ ' ts wit yornation of } dish anii-Ame n party, 1 avd headed by the 

“ee THOMPSON said there was no gentleman jury and 1 Hiow was it pr e |} house of Bra ec, is object being to bring back 
in the House fer whom he enieriained warmer or even ! \ ha reading jj] 1 cK vu the dominon i, and 
more cordial sentiments than the genticman from ( >t 5 | it { was not! of ite | pat this Norihera poe a pribet- 
Kentucky [Mr. Marsnatu.] Nor would Mr. T. sufficient io show io any man that they centained || ple. 3. Resolved, ‘That this faction was once 
willing be instrumental in placing that gentle- no such charce against the member frou fas- || crushed by Mr. Jefferson; that, ! ug alterwards 
man in an unfavorable attitude Letore the count usetts? i he Q 164 hould |] vas zgain crashed by Gen. 
en tbis or any Other subject. But when he (Mr. take an opportuniy te cuss the vith and |} Ja 1 ai it still retaining the principle of 
T.) had submitted his motion to lay the whole sub- propriety of the principles contained in th } Vitalily, at w appearing again under the gen- 
ject on the table, higher considerations than any I 


preambdie » those ! tj in with alone Leman om Miassacnnsetts, UW Wi 1 again be 
which were meiely pers sonal to any memoer h it could t ] d that he had olved th ; er 'y whole South will unite and rally 
House bad been pres to his mind. He had gent! Mi chins } i al | against ! whole No in tt { 





























nileman from sea t » the allege z th, inthis atieek against hie 
seen the public busi 1€8S, ee after day, neglecie: charges ( born n of p and higk berty andeq y, and in favor of England, 'ed on 
and set aside— treasor TT; ; abiscet 1 re of the | y Tohn 3 ; +. #eesolt , Bhat one of the 
The SPEAKER here interrupted Mr. T. and House | uroducing what was irrelevant to the | schemes of this Er party, to destroy this Con- 
said thatit Was notin orir now to submit an; subiee!: but, e he came to what was the rea Hi te icy, 1S 1 ablish a tarifi, by which English 
remarks, acd that the genticman would either with- cuestic n, he must be permitted to t some little conmere* } curtailed, by whica a tbreaten- 
draw his motion to lay on the tabie, or say that he | notice of what had yesterday fallen from his friend {| ing vivalto her is to be raised up in the North— 
would not do so. from Virginia, over the way, [Mr. Wuse ] oO } the right art inzeland, viz. her manufac cturing 
Mr. THOMPSON said he would then only make || al] menon that foor—of all me n livine—he should 1} industry, and ihe power of her machinery, is to be 
a brief statement in explanation. be the last to jet his views in rela‘ion to > pre- \| palsied, and the North to be put up in ber room, as 
The SPEAKER said it wou'd not be in order. ent subject vo before the ceuntry on the grour ] the creat customer, not only of our own country, 
Mr. THOMPSON said that, if be understocd m which they had been placed by that gentleman. 1} bul or th : a‘ id. And this isto be the 
correctly, he night yield the floor to the genuleman Entertaining toward him, (and he said this net || VE to be conciliated, and 
from Kentuc ky for the purpos se ¢ f exp! apation, with the ew of covering up & hat he should now | wilh her ¢ juent this Union is to be dis- 
The ore AKER again intimated to Mr. T. that advance from the freest course of animadversion || Solved. [Le whiter. ] 
he shou! d witt draw his mM or, or y he ti i not ys him or oln i Lt erioy é and sinee. | Now ase Ol { statement of fact, 
do so. rity.) eT taini ward the eentleman the rn 1 and the ’ nded upon it, Mr. M. begged 
Mr. W. C. JOHNSON was understood to say r et i Cte: heing, moreover. in their pri- |} lea uh Or ail the objects Mr. 
that if the motion Was to be withdrawn for eXDia- vate and person relations and intercourse D t |} M. mightor might not have had in view in offers 
nation, he himself had a few words io Say. only on the most friendly terms, but under per nal || ba the resolul is which he had snbmitied to the 
Mr. WINTHROP was understood to inquire obligations to him for acts of kindnes aiesl oii. || House, the very last was to revive here, and ata 
whether it would not be in order for the gentieman tesy, whatever he should sa h regard to the gen 1} time like teis, the bitter and envenomed animes!- 
from Indiana (Mr. Tn on) to withdraw the tleman’s course here would be in its bearings || Ues of 1801. Those unhappy enmities grew out 
motion to Jay on the tab: , 1a order that he might purely political. Wraile, then, he sev 1 himeeti i| a Siale Ol world and of the polities of this 
make his explanation, and then renew tt. utierly from thal « leman nolitieal views. and 1 cou yy ici x ino ior ger, ar d which never 
The SPEAKER was understood to say: Yes, but fr wha heliev i nalitieal obje< Cou exist egail Nir. M. contd, of course, have 
the gentieman had not dons so, toc. and with eX] eo ‘ ire wu on h n BAY ! na memobra nt iho days, th 
Mr. THOMPSCN said ihat when he cane to for these views. none whatever—the genileman ear 1801 haj ec! e ihe veiy year in which 
the Hou his morning, he had determined in his might be right, Sir, M. micht } ht. the cr | | oorn, aba unes Of tial s'ermy ea 
own mind t he would, under no circumstance was as Jikels : - the eou ymustiudce {| 2 ' ated : vas old enovgh to bear 
withdraw the motion to tay the whole subjeet on hetween them—he w +4 a i ‘ i i auy vi lik polucs. 
the table. Bat he found himsei! Oso as wide apart as th , and he feared sh uld Mr. M. held bimscif accountable for his own sims 
strongly by the gentieman fro n Keniucky [Mr. remain sna not for tM of a generation gone by. 
Marsuact L] who said that he sired to make a Mr. WISE | interpesed. and Mr. Marsnane. || All these maiters wel WN bitd, mailers OL Dl 
personal explanation in rh odes to matiers 1 having ¥ ied hima f} xpian I 1} tocy merely; bur, for one, come weal, come wo, 
which he felt deeply interested, that he was will- went on fo sav that there was on et which he |} [feomines tered, he entered his 
ing, on the pledge of that gentleman (which he wished now, before the gentleman proceeded any | d aimiel is unqual fied denial of the propo- 
bad already tendered to the House) that he would farther, should be clearly understood by the House, || on that Northera men, or thatthe party termed 
renew the motioo, to withdraw it. Without that v i cor vents, and b he gentleman trom 1} Federatis -what ver mich! have been their mt- 
pledge, he could rot withdraw it Massachnu _ kw this: that he nev ee ta} yer Ww as a party, Uraitors to theu 
Mr. MARSH4LL of Kentucky then rose and vocaied, er meant in any to ¢ we. the || Country, ora banded faction conspiring to biog 
said he had risen [:¢ the purpose of endeavor- resolutye ( ! t m Ken- | u- da I y ns which they them- 
ing, at Jeast, to extricate the proposiiioa he had of- iueky, I Ma TA ! a ’ { eives- j t 1 very men—which they 
fered to the House from all those matters extrane- es'erday and the day | ' re, } woken on them had cut in two; to destroy which, they 
ous to it which had so assiduously been attempted ie question of printir ym. and of printing alone | bad ! Lt I ¢s, their fortunes, and their 
to be connected with it; as well by these weno were -n¢ » advoe the reé nitions. hat ta exveusé ho 1 t r rords, and 
its avowed enemies, as by those who had professed, bim-e rom VOlD ”m the case of the gentleman neve a nem Ubti y saw their 
in argument, to be its friends. The gent!ieman from Massachu a niler m Ken- |} eeuniry in y ar Against such an as- 
from Massachusetts, and those who had addressed tuckzy need not y eech avowine serucn vid here, under every m- 
the House in his defence, had pressed cn its con- his willingn have pron y toreston jf PASO i emaphaie disclaimer. 
sideration the situation in which he was placed be- any grovnds take y Mr. W. for he had: n- Phe ight, in some th , have beea mi i 
fore this House, by the charges said to be containe i tend t iy ; nonld } ( estic policy espe- 
in the resolutions Mr. M. had had the honor to be understood aving any thing to vilhit |} Clally, he Whig party \ the very t p Isons 
propose. Bat it ought to be remembered that there |} whatever. || nh this Wor ( tia charge those men with 
was another trial yet to come, b-fore the tribunal Mr. MARSWALL resumed. 7 1 to || having |! raitors. Friends cf England, 
of public opinion, in which Mr. M. must appear hear this disaz ‘ i th- partof} rd_and was {| to the i Nonos ¢ eirowu County, they 
as the accused party. He had been weil aware of very thank? ‘ ° 4 fox \the | never were [a then exi-tng s'ale of the 
the past services, of the weight of character, of eenilema ndse nfenced h riz y i , whe Lahice ver in Europe was 
the dignity, of the learning, and of the imporiant to Mr. Mos pr : th beantemnt- {i % mliy a y urbed, when ons vast 


position of the honorable gentleman from Mas:a- 


: ! 


chusetts in that House and before the world. He verb, “God We from m nds and [Tos | irighted ki is around, and when one g gantic 
well knew that that gentieman was infinitely dis- take care of myer 2 ir, M. had read the || and commar { was wielding that entire 
tant from him ia age, reputation, and personal im- report of the len *. speech with ereat atten- |b mass of wilit has much eace as if it 
portance and standing before that House; yet, no'- || tien, (for it had been i ible, from the confy- || Were a willow ¥ 1, those men believed that it 
withstanding all this, operated upon as he was by | sion, to hear ali the gentleman said.) any he found ! was not for the United S’ates to abanden her neutral 
motives which he considered adequate, he had de- | it would still be necessary for him to take a very |} Position, anc help in assailing that power whose 
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navy aior pl I 1 f \ escripts of t venerable 
potism such } rvices, the weight of character, the 
pow ar ( ] ¢ the influence, and power of 
shadowed the % This had been the van from Massachuset's, and comment 
belie! i J verity of the censure proposed to be 
war which d 1 him; that his real object had been t 
«the French Empe: 4 ) 1 pportunity of replying to the petition- 
into the eral ] { t ucipg a state paper the eficct of which 
evel { : 1 ia IESE n ary vn ASE d - 
party ‘| x h he power ot oquent 
ihe peo] { ihis ¢ rast resources of his mighty mind 
from whom ie force of unanswerable aren. 
ng, obstina ‘ , projects and headstrong purposes of 
France whi la dt rike at the Union; that th 
the decpe ni whole movement had been 
ihe man ‘\ lefence and yvindiecat 1 of the Am« 
eacder in ‘ uch a reproof to those who asked 
to the pring ott 1 as shoul forever seal their lips in 
lute chemy t ihe rce4re I production of an argument wt ich 
Hi: opinion ut lhise ny t atisfy all the world, and put down 
convulsed and divided the world a rever all such destructive designs as 
by the voice of a majerity of | uNirymen, ) birth to this memorial. This had, in 
decision accomp ed th > : en the defence set up, not by the gen 
party, and has darkened posthum é aL 1 Massachusetts, but by the ablest of 
one whom t Demecratic party di Now, if that defence had been 
than a the w ( ; ’ re this House by the aceused himself, if 
ken | y him in regaid to a navy ar 1 toa Ba ‘ much as breathed such a wish as had 
the United & » an er kin i moas >! to him by his eloquent champion 


were [« ru ed jn the s¢ f iha svel f W » Virenia {Mr. Bi TT | it would have had 
sacred dust \ re} in tt on the feelings of Mr. M. as might 
his native Virginia, and on the banks o! his ¢ ri prevailed with him at once to with- 
loved Potomac. Against e hated head of h esolntions. But Mr. M. could not con- 


illustrious man, the whole thunder the defence set up by the gentle- 





’ ace onan nt narty had vei - i aa 

and trampnuant party ha ¢ hurle and be thus turned over to the de- 
2 eo 1) } } } . = 

did they cease tll ana ¢ ance anced for him by others. What had 

his country’s history as a tra , im anevil t in said? As to what he might have ut- 
had laid himlow. Whatever might have 


irritation of the moment egainst Mr. 
errors Of that great st smal A 1 


ad gone by; his mind was ceenpied 


convince Mr. IM. 1 much higher, and in which he felt so 
nily of VW 1 t ¢ ‘ ¢ | ¢ é } } 

es es ; “es r interest, that things of this kind could 
who he impression upen him. And, al- 
all th t R y jidement of the gentleman from Mas- 
who enjoyed h f li not but bave great weight in that 

A ' ' + ot . : . 

lint coy wher al ouch the gentleman had denovnerd 
jin t th ? ¥ } . + : 

ater of the Aevolution becan neg Mir. M. as not pi d of mind enough to judge 


Repul 





nstituiion, or to compre- 

rectit rr I ii ere an}l t a 

credit currer : u fthe crime of high treason, and 
ee : . , 
placed ail th } » had suffered so deeply from habits of 
he TT u Denar . : 1 . 
th Treasury | ‘ : » tha would take him three yes 

uj nan Cxp ¥ hye t t wot 5 ° 
ry | i I ian had i ( Mv M 
chiel commayl { 1 in private ¢ iversation a 
tion to bi icK a Ce ‘ i } z of oppre hnhunder aretialt 
ihe Treasury be } = 
h neelf It ( { ; t mansrtc } ; 1 a 
ia I. Lt wouid [ i i ‘ SVAMS here interposed, end, the fioor 
vinee hm, with ¢ i ‘ i ] viele to him for explanation, cor: 
oa A a ‘ roe W oan f ae } } 

dom and pairicus: G Washing : atement of Mr. M. by obse:ving that 
there was treacon if the h i had said was, that the gentleman from 
‘ . + Sak i? ‘ } 
ther ot his country V \ | ( ' ; iad admitted to him, in private conver- 
Wir. ih. us be ralicm, X i t 


3 fa ‘ ait >a friend to the rient of ne ution, 
Mr. M. said he had ¢ ‘ A : 


voTuON petitions ought to be re- 






measure Propo Lin aw ! u I 
as being pecwiary a no ASSHALL resumed, and expressed bim- 
had he proposed it @s pec iy in being thus corrected. Lt was true 
ss , ne \ } } 
ure; for he Was h ew ‘ ltaien the ground that abolition memo- 
the INorihn alone Were j ’ ‘ » be receiver, but no a matter of 
ti m, or of Gey t e'yasa atier of ex eney Lis 
tiol that they W h d } he beiteved it would be ex ent 
censure on ¢ ; JIst rule, to receive all those mer 
Congress to ¢ a W G I i hem to a select commitice, with 
not been at hed « a I m Ma cn Sai it i that 
I wil I inh Opporians y of telling that House, 
1 1 rh ' ’ } ’ 1 y 
test of he \ ( e world, what it was that Nor:h- 
} - a ' ¢ j 
body, and a ‘ thought on that subject, and what 
it hn op } ul ( \ al 
{ } { - . 
deemed the | i 1a 1, Mr. M. had been actvated inthi 
eohieh y ‘ i j 
which ¢ t & by no personal feeling hostile t 
il'€, al whic rom Massachusetts; and if that gen- 
pine ‘ it, by those irritating tauats which no 
Thus mur understood than himself, to sting 
om 1 i a want of propriety in his deportment 
e Hor } 1 +} ! 
ore 1 ii 1 i > tle understooc the cnarsacter 
han: ; an, Intempera'e as he might deem him to 
Ard first he had a t 
the delence wnhicn ban ! me t At : ion which had given rise to this pro- 
; aii } i+ y } } 
House had had tour sj i sea tof, ( as now onthe table of the House. [1 
= "pre Yr ct ah » nie y ’ ' } 
of which were m a an I Ing i Vaiional Legisiature to take the preli- 
of tones tf { y 7 Pl Sanus . 
been argued in tenes of feeling aad eloque eps to a dissolution of this Union. 


What 


which must have gone home to every heari. At ence which had been set up for such a 











document? Two points had been made: first, the 


entleman insisted upon the rigut of these petitloners 


to do this thing. They bad a natural right te dis. 
colve the Government, and to sever the Union ef 


these States whenever that Union should, in their 
n, be injurious or inconvenient to themselves, 
And then, in the second place, that this right was 
ry and of no value unless they might peti- 
tion Congress to effect such dissolution. What did 

2? That the American Govern- 
ment cannot be abolished by the American peo- 
ple withont their asking Congresstodoit. Th: 
was the body which must destroy the Union, if it 
was to be desroyed at all. So much as to the 


matter of right 


nvuga! 


this argument prove 


1 


And then the gentleman, as the next step of his 
argument, had gone onto enumerate ihe priev- 
ances which led those people to desire a dissolution 
of the Union, and the grievances were almost wiih- 
out number. Mr. M. would go overa few of the 
heads of complaint, by way of contrast to the state- 
ment made by the genteman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Borrts,] as to the object and motive of the gentle- 
man in bringing that petition to the Hose, which 
he said was that the gentleman {from Massachu- 
setts might have an opportenity of allaying the 
discontents of the North, and satisfying them that 
the Union ought not to be dissolved. The genth- 
man had taken the position that that portion of the 
Union from which Mr. M. came were trying, with 
all the influence they could exert, to effect a repeal 
of the act of habeas corpus, and of the trial by ju- 
ry; that they were industriously endeavoring to 
extend the existence of slavery over the free States; 
that they sought to involve this country in a war 
with Great Britain, with a view to restore the Afri- 
can slave trade, and io fix it upon these States 
forever; and that the project of the Secretary of the 
Navy for ihe establishment of a home squad:on 
had for its real object, not the {defence of the coun- 
try, but the protection of the slave trade. And 
then, after enumerating a!l these different grounds 
of grievance, the gentleman had warned the House 
that he should go home to his people, and say to 
them that it was time to teke the alarm; that he 
would give them the alarm, and that he had intro- 
duced this petition for the very purpoce of exciting 
alarm. 

Mr. ADAMS interposed, and denied that he had 
al What he had said 
peuuon becauce he 


thing like 1. 


Li Gls, OF aay 
was, that he had presented the 
considered it his daty. 

Mr. MARSHALL, in’ repiy, appealed to the re- 
port of Mr. Apams’s speech. He was asked from 
what paper he read. He replied, it was the report 
in the National Intelligencer, given by one of the 
regular Reporters of that establishment in this 
House. M. read the following: 

“And whe Mr. A. came to that in the defence which he 





hould make, if called ou, he should consider other maters of 
oppression no ly actual but intended Hle would come and 
t re this House how that portion of the « untry whence 
hat gentleman came, was eadeavoring to destroy the right of 
eas Corpus and of trial by jury, and all the rights in which 

j ru ol { ry Consis 
“Iie would show how, im that portion of the country, there 
vasa emauc atiempt ev 0 rry uto tt dissolution of 
Vision WwW carrving on between different States. Tle would 
kK inte roversy between Virginia aud New York, be- 
veen Georgia and New York, and between Georgia and Maine. 
order to prove the mtinual system and purpose to destroy 
i riacly t civ rty ong the tree States; and bz 
power to foree the de ed principles of slavery on the tree 
Sta ft this Untor Hi: would show it by documents and by 


reference to arguments which had been used 1 such a manner 
e convinced of the truth of 
! Ife had seen, and he was now seeing, that among those mea- 

res so constantly and perseveringly pursued, was the pro- 
ect of stouggling this country into a War with Great Britain for 


h irpose of wrotecting the slave trade, African and American. 
ite had seen that that was the deliberate purpose. And one of 
his reasous for presenting this petition was to give the alarm 
to t people of that poruion of the country whence he came. 
was tine them to take the alarm, or they would find 
izzled into war for the protection of the 
ad that the tabsurd and false principles of the 
iv ius ha asserted by our minister in England, 
rpose of smug y this country into a war with 
Government under preten i defence against her aggres- 
s, Hle w 1 show hisin the utmost detail if he was 

i m tod inst this charge.” 





Now, Mr. M. was not going to enter into this 

detail of grievances; it was not his purpose to dis- 

euss them with the gentleman from Massachusetts. 

Neither should he discuss the right of Great Bri- 

tain to search vessels wherever she found them, 

under the pretence of suppressing the s!ave trade. 
{Mr. Apams. You had better not.] 
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Neither should he discuss the 
cessity of the home squadrom, 
our exposed coast the s'rongest maillitary 
marine in the world, or enter upon the question 
whether such a deicnce was a gri vance to the 
North. Mr. had adverted to 
ances merely tosbow what ground had ac 





propriety or ne- 


for the de: 


ane t 
ence Or 


against 


this list of eriev- 


tually 


been taken by the gentleman himself in bisdefence. 
He had undertaken to make out a case of such 


prievious Oppression and tyranny, exercised by 


the Governinent upon him and his, ibat i evera 
case weuld justify an ovtraged peonte in going into 
a state of revolution, and bursting the bands cf so- 

y, this case was one; and ihe gen'leman insisted 
that he had done it. Fhe right of petition was 


gone; and the action of Congress, 
a dissolution ef the Union, was the only means by 
which the sacred and eternal rights of his constitu- 
ents could be carried ont into effect. The ¢ 
man had avowed that he had brought this pet 
forward in order to give those constiiurnts the 
alarm, and to afford them needed iniormation. 
Still, however, the gent!eman had further declared 
thathe should not at presentadvise an actual dis- 
solution of the Union—no—sot yet—not yet; but 
it Was coming—it was 4 

Now, let any gentleman compare all this with 
the ground of defence taken in behalf of the 
man from Massachuseits by his friend frer 
ginia, (Mr. Borrs.] and w h re 
man stand? The gen 
portunity to prepare 
agilation, and quiet the mind: of his constituents! 
Oh, yes; and a precious foretasie ihe Elouse had 
enjoyed of the nature of that document which the 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations 
might be expected to send forth to the world, shonid 
his own instructions 
This was allaying 
This was soothing irriuation;s u Was & 
persuasive, to‘convince them that the union of these 
States must be maintained! ‘Phe gentiexan trom 
Virginia longed that thecpport i t 
to the gentleman from Massachu: a 
by his ek quent pen, by the force of his 
understanding, and the whole weight of his per- 
sonal influence, put down forever the unhappy spirit 
of Northern discontent, and make his constituents 
ashamed that they had e verh wthor ‘d a thoughtof so 
dire a sacrilege as the dissolution of this Union! 
What! trust this task of an angelo! peace to the man 
chi 64 avowed that he had iniroduced the memo- 
rial for the m! assign th's task of 
healing to the man who fortified the right to abo- 
lish this Government by an appeal to 
tution, and who stimula‘ed men to the exercise of 
this right by pre nein én accumulation of 
grievances such as never had been endured on 
earth before, and the on ly remedy for which was 
a destruction of the Union! And an American 
House of Representatives, themselves the imbo- 
died image ot thi s great nation, were to leave to 
bands like these the tark of soothing the irrita- 
tions and quieting the alarms of a discentented 
people! 

Mr. M. confessed that he ha 
gentleman with wonder; but if be wondered at 
the ground taken by the gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Borrs,] how had that wonder been incre aced 
when he listened to the genileman’s own imme- 
diate friends. A gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. SatronstaLx,] a personal friend and neighbor 
of the accused, had appealed not Pigs to the age 
and to the past services of his friend, but to bis de- 
scent from the British regicides, He had dwelt on 
his talents, his learning, his high standing, his infla- 
ence, his weight of character, aud above all to his 
indomitable, persevering ccurace ‘The gentleman 
had advised the House not to take him in hand, 
for he was a descendant of that stubborn erew 
who, beginning with a pe reeht, bad gone 
forward with untiring and 
till they had ended in overturning the British Go- 
verpment, and bringing the head of Charles L. 
the block—of men who had cast themselves on the 
bosom of the wild ocean, and had soughta home 
upon the bleak and desolate shores of an unknown 
land, rather than yield one inch to what they 
deemed a denial of their rights at home—men who 
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ition to dissolve the Union, which involve: 
ruction of the Government, and the termi- 


the Republic, toa propos'tion to amend 








the Constitutien, such as is now under considera- 
ration in the other end of this Capitol. That pre. 
position seeks to preserve the instrument. It sug. 
gests, indeed, a modification of i'—a specific mo. 


dification of it, and in one particular. The sug. 
gestion may be actedon. In the distribution of 


the powers of Government you may give more cr 


pive Jess to the legis'ative or to the executive de- 
pariment, ard still the Union will remain; the bond 
hich hold us together as one people will be un- 


2 
hroken. There will still be such a thing as the 
United S ate There will be such a thing as the 


peo le of the United States, and there will remain 
a Constitution of the United Statez. That instru- 


ment itself has pointed out the only peaceful and 
legitimate mode of its own amendment, and that 
is the mode in which this amendment is proposed 
to be effected. The gentleman says that the pro- 
} now pending in the other branch of the Lo. 
gislature does involve a destruction of this Union. 
Teat proposition is a Whig measure. And if what 
gentleman says is true, Whigery must have 
wonderfully changed its physiognomy since the 
cay when this i'lustrious gentleman was Presi- 
dent of the United States, and the distinguished gen- 
tleman who proposed that measure was Secretary 


OSITION 


of Sate. I am myself a Whig. 1 am not, in- 
deed, a very old man; yet ij has been my fate t 
live to see one of these two eminent individuals in 
troduce a proj ion to dissolve the Union at one 
end ¢ the ( apiit i i ne 4 the r at the o1ner end 

[Lh te t. ci dc i ] 


Oh, sir, ‘‘tell ii not in Gath, publish it not in the 
treets of Ascalon.” If the dcc'rine is true, then 














these two great poli'ical leaders have combined to- 
gether once more; they are in common consultation 
v the inet nd I suppose that], 
iy hil’, i { ( ‘ y i mt}. The 
itake me if [ [Conyvulsi avehier.] 
That renning i nio the ground with a 
yongze uf 
Tre v y aga this proposition to annul is, 
I suppese, be the i r he Democracy 
of the North, and when the question of dissoiution 
ll come up, they alone will be found base 
2) lesert ern brethren, and vote 
for the gocd old Consti't n which their fathers 
ame ce and uncer which they have lived and en- 
j { mud cial happiness and prosperity. 
Now, L have been o; ed to the Demeeracy of 
the North, and to him who was once their great 
leader, in many of his measures; but when he 
s » by the Eternal that the Union must be pre- 
t r¢ 1, he } [ loved h lia i ; public acis 
had been conformabdle to this, be shouid have been 
my Man, too 
Strange, indeed, is the argument, and strange the 
positions we have seen taken on this occasion, and 
wetland uulv may it be said that we are fallen on 
evilttimes, What a strange eclacie is exhibited 
by this House at this moment! Instead of exert- 
ng the legisiative powers confeired upon us nd 
making the necessary provision for the pablic gr- 
are dispulin points of constiutions! 
until @ s! di tes are merged in a 
( ’ dissolving the Union. But o 1s to 
lame? Id é vote fur the repcal of the 
41s! rule; bui since I ba €ca What ist, as I be- 
lieve, the 1 of the zentlemen from Mas 
ach ts—alte h .VOt ! elf to be an 
alarmi t, { warced us to remem 
eisa itof an Eagiish band of 
Government overihrowers—I cannot consent to 
trust him with any thing in which the existence ot 
his Gove i nvolved; nor shall [ act incon- 
t Che 21-t ru] in. force, and 
I ¥ not ] h tle 1 surrepti- 
i y : rH hat rule fer 
iD 
"J l man "cd me with teing an 
‘ y te : pur pe t opp > 
| far i from being true, toat Tam ready 
tu a } a man inmy condition can do to re- 
move all causes of discontent, and to bind together 
S, 


the North and the South by the strongest ties of 
a mutual commercial interest. IL wouldto-morrow, 
if I cor render this our American continent 
wholly independent of the continent of Europe, 


1 


and wholly independent of Great Britain too, 
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Could my will prevail, the South should consume 
nothing that was not the fruit of American labor— 
ay,and of Northern labor—and the North should 
consume nothing that was not the production of 
ourown soil. I would do this to teach the two 
sections of this Unica that the difference between 
them, properly understood, is a blessing from the 
munificent hand of Heaven, and constitutes one of 
the best and strongest bonds ef their Jasting union. 
I am in favor of a tariffjand for that very thing. I 
am noenemy of the North. I admire Northern 
men and Eastern men. I know a little of their 
past history, and grieved should 1 be ever to depart 
from the principles which their philosophers and 
their political leaders bavetaughtthem. I know 
well what they used to be, and what were their 
former ideas of the Federal Constitution. But new 
principles and new opinions are springing up 
there. Be it so! we have no right to interfere 
with their right to liberty of opinion: but must this 
new doctrine be brought here to be acted on by us? 
I say no. If they want to dissolve the Union, let 
them do it in their own way; but I say to them, for 
Heaven’s sake don’t ask us to doit. Iam told that 
I must not press this resolution, because it is the 
surest way to bring about such a resul'; and | am 
to avow a fear lest such a thing should actually be 
done. What! is it come to this, that Congress 
dare not censure one of iis own members for 
bringing into this Hail of American legislation 
such an atrocious proposition as that which has 
been read in our ears? [t reminds me very much 
of the words of Hazael to ihe man of God, who 
prophesied his treason, “Is thy servant a dog, that 
he should do this thing?” But it seems we have 
come to it. Weare warned not to breathe the 
slightest censure on one of our own members (or 
bringing here the first proposition—yes, the first 
proposition—that has ever yet been heard in this 
land, to break down the fair fabric of this Union. 

Sir, it goes a whole stone’s cast beyond any thing 
that the Southern nullifiers ever dreamed of. We 
have gone beyond them far away. We are im- 
proving on them rapidly. Ye, sir, with gigantic 
strides. It seems that the New England brain, in 
this department, too, as in every other, wants buta 
hint straightway to improve on i. Tre cenven- 
tion that sat at Columbia never to: k the ground 
that Congress had power to dissolve the Union, nor 
did they so much a3 preteud that ihey were them- 
selves overthrowing the Constitution. [know what 
they said, though I differed fiom them then, and 
shall forever differ. They said that they were 
waintaining the Constitution. ‘They insisted that 
they had a right, though I never could sce where 
they got itfrom, to arrest the execution of what 
they deemed an unconstitutional law, until there 
was time for the voice of all the other Siates to he 
heard upon it; but they never pretended that their 
rights were nullified unless they could come to 
Congress axd pray this body to dissolve the Union. 
If I vote for any such measure—for a measure 
which professes to be preparatory to if—l am guilty 
of perjury, for I kave been sworn, over and over, 
not to destroy, but to support the Consiitaution. The 
principles of that instrument are worthy of imy sup- 
port, and Lam bound by my oath to uphold it now 
and forever. 

But we are told that the geni!eman is an old 
man, and that therefore we must not censure him— 
it would be an ungracious act to pass a vote of 
censure on one so venerable. We are told that the 
gentleman has indeed some pecuiiar notions, (and 
very peculiar they are, I ackuowledge,) and though 
we don’i quite approve of them, he is to be allowed 
to pruceed and carry thera oul, even to the extent 
of overturning the Government, and we must not 


interfere; and that if w2-debate on such a subject 
we are wasting time and sacrificing public inte- 
rests. A most mild and conciliatory propozal was 
made to him by the gentleman from Vi'ginia, [Mr. 
Borts,] and how was that proposal answered by 
his friends? I, for one, was wiling to give the 
gentleman an Opportunity to answer, when he 
turned round upon me with words of fire and tones 
of fury, such as he only could ever utter, while all 
the passions of his passionate nature burst forth in 
a blaze, as they always seem ready to do when one 
hated word, the word South, strikes upon his ear, 





CONGRESSIONAL GLO BE. | 


\ 

















191] 
Well, sir, next came a proposition to dissolve t! > associations, plead so strongly to spare 

Union; and after that sucha defence as we have 

heard. Andis this to be slipped over ont of con- 

tempi? Are we to treat him as some old imbecil 

whom it is not worth while to notice? No, si:; fs 





\ir. MARSALL, before taking his seat, ful- 
ed his pledge to Mr. Tuompson, of Indiana, who 






























. hai yielded bim the floor, by renewing the motion 
from that. His friends have arrayed him in evrry || of that gentleman to lay the whole subject on the 
quality that can make a man at once ereat |} table, at the same time expressing his earnest hope 
and terrible. They have conceded to his hand {| tit t the motion he was thus compelled by promise 
every instrument of mighty mischief—gifts of un- || to make would not prevail, 
derstanding, of cloguence, of know'edge, of digmty, || On whieh renewed motion Mr. HOPKINS 
of power, to move the public mind; and yet, atter |} asked the yeas and nays, whieh were ordered. 
painting him thus, the same gentleman turns round || ind the Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 
and teils usthat he isno fit subject for the ac 1) Wt the name of Mr. B rrs was called, Mr. 
of this House. Sir, I have listened tothat gentle. || POLES rose and inquired, (as the Reporter under- 
man most attentively whenever he has risen to ac- | 1) wuha view to govern his vote accordingly, 
dress this Hlouse. I have placed myself near his wl r the ¢ van from Massachusetts [Mr. 
seat and listened with profound attention to every Anams] desired to reply to the gentleman from 
word which has proceeded from his venerable ir | Kentucky, (Mr. Mara...) 
I wanted to see what was really the course he - SPEAKER said the inquiry was not in 
signed to pursue; for one I am convinced, | but that by general consent the gentleman 

If the gentleman’s own declarations and i} from Massachucetts could answer. 
are to be trasted as trae exponents of his parpose, || Mr. ADAMS. Tsay now what I have said be- 
his purpose is thet which 1s expressed in the pei- |} } I wil not be responsible for the consump- 
tion he has offered; it is the ultimate and utter ruin |) fi ne heer of the time on what relates 
of Sothern institutions; and I now call upon North- ersonailly to myself. The gentleman from 
ern men to say whether these are their serious pur i y ([Mr. Marsnatt] has made a most 
posesor not. I ask of them to tell me whether jj eloquent » against me, founded on one sin- 
these are the views of the able and honorah'e men jj , Utterly false and unjust— 
who represent Northern interests on this floc Loud erie rdey 
Does the North really mean this, and do they po: || The SPEAKER said it was not in order to make 
this gentieman forward by way of feeler, beeause || lime, 
his age, and dignity, and past services, and venera- || Mr. ADAMS econtinned. Well, sir, [say I will 
ble appearance are such as will suspend the act of 1} net be responsible for the con umption of. one mo- 
this House to punish him? Do they thus seek to || met It any further continuance ef the 
escape personal responsibility? When the gentle. |} bject should take place—— 
man from Obio [Mr. Gippinas] the other day || Mr. GILMER submitted to the Speaker that all 
shook hands, with tears inhiseyes, with my colleague || this v nt of order. 
over the way, and my colleague, with scarce le Pie SPEAKER co decided, 
emotion, shceok hands with him, he talked much of || And Mr. ADAMS tock his svat. 
friendly understanding and trien ile feeling, and i When the name of Mr. Coc nine was calle Js that 
assured my colleague and all Southern gentlemen || 9 morose and inguiredof the Speaker whether 
that he had nothoughtof such a thingas interfer- |} monien Involved the reception of the petition 
ing with slavery within the States where j Xe which the senteman frem Massachusetts [Mr. 
isted; but he and his friends wanted to be free | Dams] had cffered to present, or recognise that 
from the expense of maintaining it, and he | the petition w; eeejred? 
was fast going on to explain himself |} Tae SPEAKER sai‘: No—the motion had no- 
further, when, at that moment, Southern gen- | thing to do with the petition: it applied only to the 
tlemen rose and stopped bim. IT entreated them || resolutions of the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
not to do so; I implored them to Jet him talk on. || Mansnattjand the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
The gentleman is a neighbor of mine; we are se- IILMER ] 
parated but by a narrow river; the views of him || ‘Tne vote was then annonnesd as follows: 

nd bis friends are of deep and vitalinterest to our |}. * AR Messrs. Allen, Landaf!W. Andrews, Arnold, Ayerigg 
section of the country, and we never were so n¢ ce ee ee ee neem 
getiing at what those views actually are. [ wanted C, ¢ Staley N. ¢ , Cooper, Cowe , Cramston, ‘Cra 
to hear him; [ wanted to kear what he wonld sa ‘ aan arreutD "E ae a Dean, Deber 
under this new-born alliance between bimself and |} iirc. toh) G. Vlocd, A. Lawrence Foster. Patri a 
mv colleague. é le, Gra r, Green, H i 1, Hlenr Howard, 

This is the first time that any man has been bold . oes ‘Lint we 2 te a 4 ee 
enough to introduce on this floor a paper proposing Maxwell, Maynard, Moreen, Mdovrin, Mensose, Clebanesetiaian, 
a dissolution of the Union. He ought to be b idly P ev, Partridge, Pearce, Pendleton, Ramsey, Benjamin 
met. If we meet him and his proposition with ; er a a epee a ee aes 
decided a temper as he himself exhibits; if we ree li. ; ' Bar hit . Ta ‘at " ia E. Thomp aa It Ww. 
buke the infamous proposal to us to break onr || 4 » Pittin Poland, Tormlinson, ‘Trumbull, Un- 
ea‘hs in tones of that indignant thunder whch \ " “Wo oOW Mie Sorin Wein aa ane 
justiy merit>, it will bave a healthful effeet thronch 1 \ \ rk ua Woune, and tons 
out this land; it willgladcenthe heart and strencth- |) } 
en the hancs of every loyal, true-hearted Ameri- |} y))°' >. ccd cn pte Mag sg, ye 
can citizen, of whom I weil know there are mi! ‘ Brown, Burke, § Il. Butler, William Be ler, 
lions at this day in the North; and it will have | fee ere ee ee eae Iwell, 
novel efiect of checking this gentleman and his as. || | ( icatsasnes, aiid . Gian Fok ae 
sociates in any further proceedings they may now p 1) John ©. Edwards, Egber arles 
meditate in this line of policy. a e aT y i i I i G mb ; cage eh = fe eve 

For ali the tter and envenomed things he hoa } Tea | i] Hays, Hopkins, Ho ok, Hour- 
stid against me, | fergive him. He said that I { Hunter, Jack, VW 1 Cost Johnson, Keim, 
boasted of my aristocratic blood. I will net ¢! . 2 ‘ + Day EMER ak ee Mc- 
racter:ze that assertion as it deserves I fors . 1 “ \ j Mar. ‘ e ps hie 
him thattoo: and, oh! were it in my power | \ \ il, M r, 
orcise from the heart of that eminent man that de- |} 3 . aed : . 
mon of mischief which threatens al! that is dear ri, - \ 
ne—if it were possible thathe could be brought, || need, Sum en 
in any good degree, to recant what be has here de- || Se ats. Some Sit ae 
clared—-if I cou ee any gleaming of that spirit {| Wood.—110. 
of preifieation, that love for the Constitution, and | : i¢ Tlouse refused ‘olay the whole subject 
that z°al fer the Union, which has here been ac- |} : 
corded to him by others—I would instantly and || { the question recurring on the substitute 
joyfully retract all that I have said. | amendment cf Mr. MarswaLL— 

I am the Jast man on this earth who would wish || Nir. ADAMS rose and said: I have heard it 
to strike at that venerab’e head, whose past history, |} said by a person acquainted with Warren Hast- 
whese advanced age, whose distinguished talents, i in¢s—— 
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the gentl>mat 
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the gentle: 


here, would 
reasons Why 

He had hear 
with Warren | 


before the J 











them being apparen:ly extremely anxicus to have 
the question taken; so that if he should be acquit- 
| on the charge of the gentleman from Kentucky, 














here yet remained the other, pon which he was to 
( nd h ‘lf, upon other grounds, against the 
‘ man from Vireinia. ho on th’s floorcould 
fail to be surprised to see the gentleman from Ken. 
tucky and the gentleman from Virginia united to- 
ther i urpose of casting censure upcn him 
ni an fro Kentu “y, the head o] 
he hen rit and the gentleman from 
Vircinia, the hea’, the nominal head (from the 
nity wh he exer late Governor of Virgi- 
nia) of the Tyler party. ere was a coalition for 





wv 


you! [Laughter d against whom? 
Against one single individual, a member. of this 
House, charged with half a dozen capital crimes; 
and his House was ealied upen to censure him be- 
cause he had presented a petition. For, come to 
the real peint of the matter, that, and that alone for 
whica-he bad really to answer before this House, 

he conceived, was for the crime of presenting a 


Constitution of the 
ei to be acrime? He 
nileman from Keniucky to look 
arches o ’, Common or national, 
re the law was which constituted 


if a crime to present a peti'l 





lead to what it 
might. The gentleman from Kentucky, who had, 
; so ingeniously contrived to free him- 
eli from having charged these crimes upon bim, 
(Mir. A.) founded his resolution of censure, first, 
upon the fact that he (Mr. A.) bad presented a 
petition; and, secondly, made a speech to prore 


he was euilty of every thing that was prayed 





by that petition, when, in the very act of pre- 
entme ta d ahsolatel protested acainst if 
Where was the eentleman’s Jaw? He wa a great 
nd profound lawyer, and he (Mr. A.) asked him 
o show where he found his Jaw for this?) Lethim 


leck into the Constitution cf the United Siates, and 
show where the law x by which he weuld 
punish, in any shane or form, a member of. this 
House for presenting a petition. MN. 3 in the first 
ice, the gcutleman bad mace the law; he had 
then gone on and accused an a:seciate member of 
ha {o sitasa judge upon him, and 
) to turn executioner. And,tocrown all, had 
that it was a great mercy and favor that 

t more severe. 

This was the first demand be had to make on 
the gentleman. And, long as the gentleman’s 
speech hed been, uncer a profession of personal 
xplanation, he (Mr. A) was willing he should 
make another speech as long as that to show 

‘re he found his jaw. Was this Republican? 
there a Government on the face of the earth 
at would punish a man for a crime, when there 
was no law which conslituied that crime? He 
should like to hear the gentleman on that subject. 
Ele, (Mr. A.) on the contrary, declared that there 
wasalaw expressly against it. There was a pre- 
vision in the Constitution of the United States 
deciared that no ex pest facto law shorld be 
pas.cd; and that provision was deelared to apply 
alleriminal and penal jaws. The provision 
ve cietate of justice and hamanity; and he 
ed he should have ihe benefit of it before the 

















e came {to deeide u n this question, 


Phe gentleman frou: Kentucky, Mr. A. repeated, 


had first made the law, had next charged him with 
a violation of that law—(in what Mr. A. must be 
permitted to call bleckguard language—) and, in 
addition to this, had proceeded to punish him. We 
re; | j tne S tures, nat h ny ‘ 


Yi n ‘ I n Vie} lic’ael, the 
A rchanes , 02 }t relied with e Devi! f 





, a 
er.Jhe u aling accusation against 
mM Hie advised the gentiemtian, who was Ss 
1 a | ry . to fread a litie o the Bible; 
i re icarn, toat if he meant to attecka mar 





to ruin bis charecter, to ruin bis usefulness to the 
country, anc to deprive him of bis rights asa mem- 
this Honse—to make it not a railing accu- 
3 accusation against him, 
(Mr. A.) in addition to a lits other defects, was a 
tailing accusation. 


sation. The gentleman’ 


Bat he was commenting upon the extraordinary 
combinations of parties, all concentrated against bis 


